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Hon. Thruston B, Morton 
Assistant Secretary of State 


Department of State 
Washington, D, C, 


Dear Mr. Mortm: 


I recently received a letter from a commissioned Chaplain 
in the United States Air Force, dealing with the practice of dis- 
crimination against some United States citizens,on the basis of 
faith, by Saudi Arabia. I am enclosing a copy of the letter I re- 
ceived, with the name of the writer deleted. 


I have brought other aspects of this discrimination by Saudi 
Arabia to your attention in the past. I would now like your coments 
on the phase of the matter described by the writer of this letter. 
I feel it is an intolerable situation when our men in uniform are 
discriminated against on the basis of religious faith. — 


I would appreciate your comments on this situation, and any 
suggestions that the Department may have for remedying it. {I would 
like to have these views as a basis for a reply to the young, officer 
Chaplain who wrote to me. I have written a similar letter to the 


Secretary of Defense, 
[ ie 
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STAT 


JULIUS C. C. EDELSTEIN 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
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COPY -~ 
Honorable Herbert He Lehman 7 . 


United States Senate 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Senator Lehman: 


Congratulations upon your progressive efforts to secure a revision of the 
unduly restrictive immigration legislation which our Congress has enacted. 
Important attitades of governments are reflected in their immigration laws; it 
is therefore desirable that our own government be scrupulous in this outward 
nanifestation of owr feelings towards the other peoples of the worlde 


United States Air Forces Europe (USAFE) Manual 30-1, dated 20 June, 1953, 
deals with "Clearance & Documentations for Leave & Duty Travel" for members of 
the United States Air Force. In Section XXVII, igraph 3rd, we read: 
Individuals of Jewish faith or descent are strictly barred entrance to or 
ihe ‘ong Rebs Sau@i‘Arebia. Further, any passport containing an Israeli visa will 
no e 






In Section XIII, paragraph 3c, we read: Individuals of the Hebrew Race 
will not be issued visas or admitted to Jordan. 


By restricting the travels of a Jewish serviceman on military aircraft, 
the Military Air Transport Service (MATS), a lawful agency of the government 
of the United States of America subjects itself to the bigoted religious 
doctrines of a foreign power. 


Why aren't the rights of free passage through these countries demanded 
for all American ne 2 nate eae of their religion or creed? Why does our 
goverment recognize a gus distinction in the partial distribution of 
international privileges accorded to its traveling cétizens? 


If the matter cannot be adjusted between our own government and the 
government of Saudi Arabia, I strongly urge that it be brought before the 
United Nations. 


The avowed religious bigetry of the Saudi Arabians and the Jordanians 
is incompatible with the great principles upon which the United Nations rests. 
If the peeples of these two countries cannot see fit to revise their perverted 
attitudes towards other religious groups they should be barred from membership 
in the United Nations. 


Sincerely yours, 
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Mr. Walter K. Scott 
Director 

Executive Secretariat - 
Department of State 


ATTENTION: The Honorable George V. Allen 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern, South 
Asian and African Affaire 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


June 10, 1955 


NEA = Mrs Burdett 
Bills 


For preparation of a suggested reply | 
to Chaplain Gross, for the signature of 
Mr. Rabb, together with a covering memo- 
randum from Mr. Scott to Mr. Rabb, through 
Colonel A. J. Goodpaster, by close of 
business, Monday, June 13. (This question, 
as you know, has arisen on previous 
occasions, ) 








Robert Burns 
S/S-RO 
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From WH - Ltr dated 5/20 

from Chaplain (lst Lt) Gross, 
USAF, to DDE re the barring 

of individuals of Jewish faith 
or descent to Saudi Arabia. 
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Recados OF THE AIR FORCE 
\ WEASHINGTON 


a a 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 4 WER 
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JUL 2s 1955 L~ yer, |i 


“> 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


The “oo dngquiry was received from the Honorable 
Herbert He United States Senator, eoncerning the 
practice of the Governments of Saudi Arebia end Jordan in 


barring entrance to personnel of the Jewish Faith. Since i 
this is a matter outside of the jurisdiction of the E 
Department of the Air Force, I am taking the liberty of C 
forwarding this inquiry to your Office for your consideration. - 
I om inclosing a copy of my reply to Senator Lehman con- i” 
cerning this matter. a 
Sincerely yours, a 
SY 
nee | 
Ze CR 44.2>7/ I. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


July 25, 1955 


pool 


we 


For the prepayation of an appropriate 
reply to Sects 7 Talbott prior to the 
close of aées Tharsday, July 28, with 
copies for 8/3. 












I recall numerous inquiries on this 
subject in the past, and I am sure the 
Bureau's files reflect full background 
on this problem. 








Attachment 3 





Ltr from Secretary Talbott 
dtd Jul 20, re practice of 
the Governme 

Arabia and Jordan 











™S Reply to be made to Senator Lehman directly, 
no copies to Mr. Talbott necessary, per 
Bob Burns, SS-ROe. 


JEL 20 1995. 


Dear Senator Lehman: 


I refer to your expression of personal interest concerning the practice 
of the Governments of Saudi Arabia and Jordan in barring entrance to 
personnel of the Jewish Faith. 





. th : 
oorerttey tina vice the eoutiies eoncerned. The Air Farce, together 
with other Governmental Agencies, has worked ceaselessly to abrogate 

ite whieh 


tely, Lea’ in 
these restrictions or regulations are protmulgated and ol by fereign 
countries and are not within the prerogative of the Air Feree to change. 


The regulation a in effect by Headquarters, United States Air Forces 
in Europe, coneerning the page nae agate Ag ee Bone Ad 






mebare of the Jeviah Pasty Tee 


I am taking the liberty of referring your letter to the Department of 
State for their consideration. 


Sincerely yours, 


. ~ n . 
e3igined) Harold %. F.ees 


Honorable Herbert H. Lehman 
United States Senate 


HERBERT H. LEHMAN 
_ NEW YORK 


JULIUS C. C. EDELSTEIN 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


Vnited Dtates Denate | THOMAS V. BRUNKARD 


ECICUTIVE SECRETARY 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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Honorable H. Lk. Talbott 


Secretary of the Air Force 
Washington, D.C. 


My dear Mr. Secretary! 


I have your letter of June 20th. 


I am aware of the 
practice of the Governments of Saudi Arebia and Jordan in barring 
entrance to persons of Jewish faith. 


I had hoped, however, that the 
appropriate cepartments of the United States Government would work 
ceaselessly against any such regulation in so far as it affects 
American citizens. I was especially shocked to know that American 
GeIe's who happen to be of the Jewish faith are likewise discriminated 
ag ainst. 


I had hoped that far from simply taking cognizance cf the 
matter, the Air Force would use its influence to the extent possible 


to see that this discrimination was not practiced against Americans 
who were serving their country in the Air Forcee 


Yours ve sinc 


Att 
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suBsect: Saudi Arabia Abolishes Visa Fees for Afghan Pilgrims to Mecca 
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Ol peamiey eg SNM USeUM00g BYE 


Islah, July 14, 1955, reports that the Saudi Arabian Embassy in Kabul 
has announced the abolition of the 220 Afghani visa fee for Afghan pilgrims 


proceeding to Mecca. Fees collected by the Embassy during the Afghan year 


1333 (March 21, 1954-March 21, 1955) have been refunded to the Royal Afghan 


Ministry of the Interior. Persons who paid the fee during the year 1333 my 


obtain a refund upon application to the competent local authorities. 
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SUBJECT: Report on Haj Projects, September 22, 1952 = August 19, 1955. at 
@® 
an 
Oo } 
The Embassy transmits herewith for the Department's information three copies, | S) 
in Arabic, and an English translation, of the report on Haj projects prepared by 5 | 
the Department General of Pilgrimage Affairs of the Ministry of Finance and Q 2 | 
National Economy, covering the period from the year 1372 (September 22, 1952.- Qa 
September 9, 1953) through 137) (August 30, 195) = August 19, 1955). on 
These projects, designed to contribute to the health and comfort of the * 
pilgrims and to assist them during the pilgrimage, were carried out at Mecca, _ 
Arafat, Muzdalfah, Muna, Medina, and Jidda. OO 


The general improvements were in the nature of road construction, completion, 
of water distribution projects, erection of toilet and bathing facilities, estab-.. 
lishment of facilities for supplying cold water and erection of sunshades. Both — 
at Mecca and Medina a hospital was completéd, while the hospital at Muna was en- 4 


larged. The Mosque at Mecca was paved with marble, and electrical facilities Nh) 
installed for its lighting and ventilation. 


0) 
A number of improvements were made in the Jidda area for the convenience ie 
and comfort of pilgrims entering and leaving the country. The Pilgrim City was 
enlarged, and branches of certain government offices, as well as of airlines 
agencies and banks, were established there. In addition, a quarantine station 


was established, and the inspection and departure areas were completed, and 
provided with lighting and ventilation. 


In addition, the highway from Jidda to Medina, usually referred to as 
the Medina Road, was covered for 25 kilometers, almost its entire distance, 
with asphalt, and bridges, floodways, and reservoirs were built. 


4 For the Ambassador: 


Loe Mfred Naitiece— 
, 7 § Counselor of Embassy 
hie’ 
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KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 
Ministry of Finance and National Economy 


Department General of Pilgrimage Affairs 


REPORT 


On the projects of the Haj from the year 1372 through 137). 


Preface: 


The work that realizes the comfort of the pilgrims, facilitates their 
affairs and duties, was and still is the foremost aim of the Saudi Government. 


a HM the King has given the projects of Al-Haj (the pilgrimage) his high 
attention, a matter which made these projects first class projects to be executed 
urgently with great care. These projects have been developing and growing up 
year after year. 


No doubt the brief statement included in this small pamphlet clarifies 
the projects that have been carried out from the year 1372 through 137), and 
it indicates the efforts and the money that was paid to realize these projects. 


However, no matter. how different and various these projects are, the 
Government is eager to appropriate whatever amount it can, every year, for 


maintaining these projects, and to carry out new projects for the sake of 
the pilgrims. 
Superintendent of the Affairs 
of Pilgrims and Pilgrimage. 


Mohammad Suroor Al-Sabban 


LIST OF THE PROJECTS WHICH HAD BEEN CARRIED OUT BETWEEN 1372-137) 


a) Mecca: 


1. Lighting and ventilating the Mosque by electricity. 
2. Pavement of the Mosque with marble. 
3. Opening the road of Kuda, from Mansour Street to Muna. 
. Paving and covering the way of Al-Hujoun with asphalt. 
5. Erecting bathrooms around the Mosque. 
6. Mounting the movable sun-shades in the Mosque. 
7+ Removing the police center of Al-Safa and the buildings behind it. 
8. Removing, the house of Banajah, in Al-Masa', 
9. Erecting a balustrade along the Masa' street. 
10. Erecting a sun-shade and a reservoir on Zamzum bell. 
ll. Projects of distributing water in Mecca. 
12. Establishing and increasing the number of ice factories. 
13. Completing Al-Zahir hospital. i 
14. Iceboxes and plunge baths in the hospital of Mecca. 
15. Establishing new companies to transport the pilgrims and establi 


a general vehic e 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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From___ Jidda 
i b) Arafat: 


1. Establishing new road to Arafat and coverjng it with icmias 

2e Erecting sun-shades in Arafat. 

3. Changing the water lines in Arafat, and extending the water pipes 
all over the area and establishing pumps in certain places to 
ensure a good distribution of water. 

le Increasing the main and minor ways to Arafat. 





c) Muzdalfah: 


ie Covering the minor ways with asphalt. 

2. Erecting sun-shades. 

3 Raising the level of the reservoir. 

. Distributing water. 

5. Establishing a health center near the sun-shade. 


d) Muna 


1. Covering the main street with asphalt. 
2. Erecting a balustrade along the main street of Muna to separate 
those who are going down from those who are going up. 
3. Erecting a sun-shade for those who are lost. 
le Opening a road from behind the Akaba. 
5. The Khaif Mosque of Muna. 
6. Erecting two sun-shades in each of Majar Al-Kabsh and Al-Mijzarah 
(slaughter houses). 
7e Establishing two refrigeration rooms for the unknown dead persons. 
8. Removing the courtyards and the buildings. 
9. Surveying and numbering the lands. 
10. Establishing water reservoir. 
11. Distributing water. 
12. Enlarging the hospital. 
13. Establishing health center near the sun-shade. 
1. Establishing and increasing the ice factories. Erecting marks to 
show the boundaries of the holy places in Arafat, Muzdalfah, and 
Muna. 


e) Medina Road: 
/ . 

1. Covering 25 kilometers of the Jidda-Medina road with asphalt. 
Most of the bridges and floodways have been built. Only a short 
distance remaired to be covered with asphalt. 

2. Establishing the well of Mesaijeed. 

3e Establishing the water reservoir in Towal. 

. Establishing the water reservoir in Mesaijeed. 


f) Medina: 


1. Completing 21 kilometers of roads leading to monumental places 
and mosques in Medina. a 
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Erecting sun-shade in Medina airport. 
Completing the building of the King's hospital. 
Establishing a general bathroom in Manakha. 


g) Jidda: 


Enlarging the city of the Pilgrims. 

Completing general deficiencies in the city of pilgrims. 

Establishing government offices in the city of the pilgrims; branches 
for Pilgrimage Department, Municipality, Post and Telegraph, Police, 
Ships and Airlines Agencies, and Banks. 

Completing the area of questing and inspecting the pilgrims, and 

the departure area on the pier and ventilating and lighting those 
areas. 

Distributing iced water to the pilgrims upon their arrival in the 
areas appropriated for that purpose in both the sea and the airports. 
Erecting a sun-shade with accessories in the airport. 

Erecting bathrooms in the airport near the sun-shades. 

Krecting the airport Mosque near the sun-shade. 

Establishing two water reservoirs and water pipes in the airport. 
Mounting loud speakers in the areas of receiving the pilgrims, in 

the pier, airport, and the city of pilgrims and on cars. 

Erecting two drinking fountains on the pier supplied with cold water. 
Piping water to the airport for the use of the pilgrims. 

Making more ventilating opening in the area of the pilgrims luggage 
inspection, and supplying it with electric fans. 

Erecting bathrooms in the pier. 

Kstablishing the general Mosque in the city of the pilgrims. 
Hstablishing the quarantine station. 
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suBJECT: The’ 1955 Moslem Pilgrimage to Meccae 


| SUMMARY 

8 The 1955 Haj was the most successful pilgrimage which has taken placenduring 
the thirty years of the reigti of the House of Saude Among the factors which 
contributed to its success were the development of more efficient organization, 


the improvement of facilities for the health, canfort, and conveience of the 
pilgrims, and the comparative coolness of the summer, (See reference despatch). 


Us os 


The most significant reason, however, for the success of this year's 
pilgrimage was the fact that the "Day of Arafat" fell on Friday, the Moslem holy 
daye The vigil on Arafat, a small rocky hill some 12 miles to the east of Mecca, 
is probably the most important rite of the Pilgrimage; at least no Moslem may 
rightfully call himself a pilgrim (haji) who has not kept the vigil on Arafat at 
the appointed time. When the "Day of Arafat" falls on a Friday, the pilgrimage 
of that year is regarded as the equivalent of seventy ordinary p 
Consequently, it is small wonder that the 1955 Haj brought 232, Pert eee ind 
pilgrims to Mecca, according to official Saidi statistics. This was a considerable 
increase over the 16,072 who came in 195), and a very great increase over the pre= 
wer average of 70,000%, 


/\1ist*v9se 


a. namiIni 
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. THE PILGRIMAGE 


The Hajor Pilgrimage is the fifth of the five "pillars of Islam",** It must 
be performed by every adult Moslem, male or female, at least once during his life, 
provided he is reasonably able to do so. The. time for the Pilgrimage varies each 
year, since Islam observes a lunar calendar. In 1955 the month of the Pilgrimage 
was July 21 = August 19; the actual Pilgrimage began on July 29 ibe Day of Arafat), 
and ended on August 2. 


According to custom, a considerable number | of . pilgrims » mostly Indonesians & 
(approximately 10,000), arrived early in Saudi Arabia in order to spend the month 

of fasting, Ramadan, which occurred April 2h; - May 22 in 1955, in Mecca. Islamic 
practice considers this to be a particularly meritorious act. Most pilgrims . 
however, arrived about a month before $hé¢ Haj or Pilgrimage began. a 


From the time the piZgrims arrive in Saudi Arabia until they leave, Pol 
> 


# Shorter Enqyolopedia of Islam (Londont E. J. Brill, 1953), pel. S& & 4 | 
ors At oa Fast of Ramadan. “? J 
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in the charge of a Mutawif (guide) who takes their passports; guides then 

through the various rites of the Pilgrimage; and, in gmeral, is responsible to 
the Government for the pilgrim's welfare and good conduct. A Mutawif is usually 
a person of some weaLth or with strong financial backig, because he must prepare 
accommodations for his pilgrims and himself and pay their expenses in advance 
pending collection from his charges. He must also pay a registration fee fo the 
Department of Pilgrims of the Ministry of Finance. The Mutawifs are divided into 
guilds. Each guild is responsible for the pilgrims from a particular country, 
and Mutawifs of that guild may accept only pilgrims from that country. Between 
Pilgrimages the individual Mutawifs or their agents advertise in the country of 
their guild and sign up pilgrims for the coming Haje Very few pilgrims arrive 

in Saudi Arabia without first having selected a Mutawif; if a pilgrim does so, 

it is considered to be irregular. The pilgrim pays the Mutawif a fee fixed by 
the Governmente 


When the pilgrim arrives in Jidda, he is met by the agent of t he Mutawif.» 
The Mutawif himself usually remains in Mecca. With the exception of some of the 
wealthier pilgrims who live in hotels, and of those who reside with friends, 
most of the Hajis stay at the pilgrim hostel, which is Government owned and 
controlled. For one pound sterling a day they are provided with room or space in 
a room, water and electricity. The Government has a first aid unit: in the area. 
The Haji provides his own food. 


A resident of Jidda has no difficulty in identifying a pilgrim, since a 
great many of them don their pilgrim garb as soon as they arrive. This consists 
of two unsewn white sheets, one of which is thrown around the waist, while the 
other drapes the left shoulder, leaving the right shoulder bare. They do not 
wear hats but are permitted umbrellas. 


The pilgrim usually spends only one or two nights at the pilgrim hostel 
and then either visits Medina or goes to Mecca to await the commencement of the 
Haje Mecca is some 5 miles east of Jiddaj Medina is about 250 miles to the north. 


The Pilgrimage commences in Mecca, the holiest city in Islam, for it was 
the birthplace of the Prophet Mohammed, and is the home of the Kaba, one of the 
walls of which contains the sacred Black Stone. Mecca, of course, is crowded 
with people before and during the Haj. Hajis either stay at a hotel, with friends, 
or rent a room or a house, at exorbitant prices. 


The principal rites of the Pilgrimage are as follows: 


1) State of Ahram (purification). Before beginning the Haj, the Pilgrim 
must be in a state of Ahram, or purification. This includes donning the 


pilgrim garb; refraining from shaving and cutting ones nails; and abstention 
from sexual intercourse. 


2) Circumambulation of the Kaba and Sa'y - as soon as possible after 
entering Mecca, the pilgrim enters the Great Mosque and makes seven cir- 
cumambulations (Tawaf) of the ae and if possible kisses the sacred Black 
Stone each time aroun@. He should also walk seven times between the two 
mounds SAéfa and Marwa which are situated near the Great Mosque. This, | 
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—_ referred to as Safty, is in commemoration of the seven goings and comings 
which, in accordance with tradition, Haggar made between these points 
with the infant Ismail in search of water. 


3) The Day of Arafat: On the ninth day of the Pilgrimage month, the pilgrim 
must be in the plain of Arafat at least by noon and stay until sunset. The 


afternoon is devoted to sermons and prayers. This is the essential rite of 
the Haj and he who forgoes it does not betome a hajie 


4) Muzdalfah - Promptly at sunset of. the Day of Arafat, all the pilgrims 
leave at once for Muzdalfah, 2 miles to the south of Mecca, because they 
must be in Muna, a small town another 3 miles to the south, by the following 
sunrise. During the night they must stop at Muzdalfah for the morning 
prayer and gather at least seven pebbles to be used at the stone‘ throwing 
ceremony at Munae 


5) Day of Sacrifice at Muna - The main street in Muna has three stone 
heaps oe its length at which the pilgrim throws his pebbles. This is 
called rajim or the "Stoning of the Devils". The first day, seven stones 
are thrown at the largest heape On the following two days seven stones 
are thrown at each of the heaps. Pilgrims report that the stone throwing 
was better organized this year in that the Government divided the street 
in two. People who were throwing stones weht up one side of the street 
and came back the other. 


Wath "the stoning of the Devils" the Haj proper ends, but the pilgrim 
still has some rites to perform. He .must sacrifice a sheep, a camel or a goat. 
Hence the name of the day, "Day of Sacrifice" in commemoration of Abraham's 
sacrifice here of a ram in lieu of his son (Ismail, according to anéient: pre- 
Islamic Arab tradition). Aftar this ceremony, the pilgrim's head is shaved (now 
largely symbolic - only a few wisps are cut). He need no longer remain in a 
state of purification except for sexual restricif£ons which are not lifted until 
he returns to Mecca. This day, "fhe Day of Sacrifice" and the next two are 
spent in holiday spirit with no obligations other than to throw twenty-one 
pebbles at the three heaps of stones each daye 


At the end of the Pilgrimage proper, most Hajis visit Medina, the city 
where the Prophet Mohammed is buried. After that he returns to his native land. 


NUMBER OF PILGRIMS 


wecording to official Saudi statistics as. published in the semi-official 
Al-Bilad al-Saudiyah of August 3, a total of 232,671 pilgrims entered Saudi 
Arabia as compared with 164,072 last year (Al-Bilad, August 16, 1954). This 
number is at least the largest in the history of the reign in Saudi Arabia of the 
House of Saud, and may be the largest number in Islamic history. (At least that 
claim was made in Al-Bilad al-Sauiy ah of August 3.) Outside of the Saudis 
themselves, the largest natio groups were the Yemenis, with 58,089 (27,866 in 
1954); the Egyptians, with 34,615 (20,755 in 195h);, and the Pakistanis, with 
22,177 (19,352 in 1954). The numbers would probably have been even larger if it 


were not for exchange restrictions inssome of the countries sending ee 
~fecording to the Turkish Minister in Jidda, there were very few Tur pi. 
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this year because of e@g@change restrictions. 


The total number attendirg the Haj was estimated at between 700,000 and 
800,000 which means (subtracting the number of foreigners) there were approximately 
400,000 to 500,000 Saudis. 


Official Saudi statistics concerning the number of nomSaudi pilgrims are 
attached as Enclosure Number 1. 


TRANSPORT 


Better transport facilities were one of the improvements noticed by the 
pilgrims this year. In previous years, the transport of pilgrims has been the 
monoply of the National Arabian Motor Car Company, a private Jidda concern. This 
year the Government permitted any company which had 100 new busses to tkansport 
pilgrims. Six companies qualified. There were five companies from Jiddas The 
National Arabian Mobor Car Company; Mohammed ‘Ali Maghrabis Tawfiq; Salih and 
Abdul ‘Aziz Kari; and Ba Hashabe One Mecca concern participated = the Hasser 
Company@ The six companies formed a ‘syndicate which divided the traffic among 
the campanies in proportion to the number of bus seats each company could. provides. 
If they did not go by private car, they had to use the busses of these six 
companies. As a result of the increased number of and concentration on buses, 
pilgrims report that traffic moved faster and less confusedly than in previous 
yearSe 


There was apparently also much better traffic control this year, which 
reflects the work here of the Egyptian traffic experts. 


HEALTH 





This was also a good year from a health stmdpoint. Although hot, the 
weather was cooler than last year amd far cooler than in 1951, when approxi- 
mately 1,000 pilgrims died. Death statistics are not yet available, bmut 
reportedly there were few fatalities. 


In addition, the Government offered more facilities this year. According 
to pilgrims, there were more first aid stations and more tents for people 
suffering from the sun. During the past year the Government built a hospital 
in Muna with special facilities for people suffering from heat. Also in Muna 
the Department of Pilgrims had cars with loud speakers cruising the street 
warning people to stay inside in the heat of the day. 


It should also be recalled in this connection that, for the first time, 
the Saudi Minister of Health is a qualified medical doctor - Dr. Rashid Pharaon, 
a Syrian and an ex=-Saudi Ambassador to France. 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE DEPARTURE. OF PILGRIMS AFTER THE HAJ 

Apparently since the early days of the Pilgrimage, there has been the 


problem of “hangers-on", In recent years, the Yemenis have been serious 
offenders in this respect. This year, in order to avoid a "population problem", 
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the Ministry of Interior issued a rather blunt order dated July 26, 1955 and 
published in the August 7 issue of Al-Bilad al-Saudiyadhe The order stated that, 
at the conclusion of the pilgrimage, pilgr must return to their own 
countries. All diplomatic missions were notified that no pilgrims should be 
employed without a residence permit. 


DISTINGUISHED PILGRIMS 


The most prominent of the distinguished pilgrims this year was President 
Ahmad Sukarno of Indonesia, who was royally received in Jidda on July 2h. He 
was entertained by both His Majesty and Crown Prirce Faisal. He departed on 
July 26 to Mecca to await the begimming of the Pilgrimage. While at Muna he 
gave a speech in which he thanked King Saud for the many courtesies accorded 
him, and made a plea for Islamic co-operation in all fields. This was reportedly 
his first Haj. 


Sultan Husain ibn Ali ibn Mansur al-Kathiri of the Kathiri State of Saimun 


in the Hadhramaut arrived on July 13. It was announced that he was a guest of 
King Saude 


Other distinguished pilgrims were Sami Bey Solh, Prime Minister of the 
Lebanon, and Crown Prince Mohammad al=PBadr of Yemene Prime Minister Gamal Abdul 
Nasser of Egypt was expected to come, but the pressure of affairs of state 
apparently interfered with his plans. 


ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 


There had been much speculation as to whether in fact there would be an 
Islamic Conference (Cairo Embassy's despatch 1680, entitled "Egypt's Pan- 
Islamic Relations and the Afro-Asian Conference") held in Saudi Arabia after 
the Pilgrimage. On July 30 Shaikh Yusuf Yasin, Deputy Foreign Minister, in 
a conversation with Ambassador Wadsworth, said that there would be no such 


conference, since King Saud did not believe that it would be effective in the 
atmosphere of the Haje 


KING SAUD'S SPEECH TO THE PILGRIMS 


Following yearly custom, His Majesty King Sad on July 26 gave a dinner 
at his Mecca Palace in honor of prominent pilgrims, which was attended by approxi- 
mately 1,000 guests. During the dinner the Deputy Foreign Minister, Sheikh 
Yusuf Yasin, delivered a speech on the King's behalf, which was later printed 
and distributed among the pilgrims. Al-Bilad of August 3 carried the text of 
His Majesty's speech, an Embassy translation of which is annexed as Enclosure 
No. 2e 


The King, in his speech, affirmed that one #f the greatest favors vouchsafed 
to those present was that Allah had made them Moslems. He exhorted all Moslems 
to be tenacious in holding to the teachings if Islam and to avoid pélytheism, and 
commended the Islamic Conference as aimed at spreading Islamic moral, social, 
and economic principles. 
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His Majesty struck a political note when he adverted to plots to destroy 
the Arab League, and, referring to "an agreement with our brothers in Egypt 
and Syria to establish a three=power pact ee. to face our enemies in one strong 
liné, defending ourselves and all Arabs", invited all Arabs to join who believe 
"in the principles declared in our pact". The King said that "the Jews are 
next to us", and referred to "our struggling brothers in North Africa" and to 
aggression "in the east and south of our Kingdom". With respect to these 
problems, he asked that "Allah grant us he§p so that we will retain our in- 
dependence and dignity". 


For the Ambassador 
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No. 1. Table of Numbers and Nationalities of Non-Saudi Pilgrims, 1955. 
Noe 2. King Saud's Speech at Mecca, July 26, 1955. 
No. 3e Pictures faken durirg 1955 Haje 





__ CONFIDENT IAL, ad 








Page____. of a a Pag — 
Pete Titan CONFIDENTIAL Enc. No_2 
(Classification) — Desp. No._2¢ 

Froms:__ Ji, da 


Table of Numbers and Nationalities of 
Non-Saudi 
for the Year 1374 (Christian 1955), from 


Al~Bilad al-Saudiyah Noe 1909 


Country By Sea By Air By Car Total 
Indonesia 10101 300 1001 
Malaya 328 ch i 3440 
Sian 1605 126 1371 
Egypt 33152 1,66 34,618 
Pakistan 17937 1802 2438 22177 
Afghanistan 212 1592 26 1830 
India 9655 1025 86 10766 
Ceylon TA, 31 110 
Moros a h2 

Jordan oT 339 4,930 582 
Syria 5631 2327 602 8560 
Lebanon ho 1206 52 1752 
Iraq 903 2794 1153 4850 
Turkey 19 1590 1609 
Palestine 8202 294 15 8511 
Iran 2298 8423 228 10949 
Hadramaut 777 1000 1196 2973 
Aden 109 180 18 307 
Somaliland 

Yemen 1160 ly 46435 58089 
Ethopia 213 yl 26 650 
Kenya 516 7h5 1261 
Laqos 6 29 

Sudan 4857 2665 “ 2 752k 
Nigeria 16572 ‘ 2621 19193 
People living ‘ 
around the Sudan 

called Shingiti 197 276 473 
North Africa 4916 1252 lh? 6615 
Bukhara 110 18 128 
Capetown 1 48 

Senegal 753 757 1510 
Libya 643 27 670 
Yugoslovia 65 


Indo-China 47 

Burma 3 83 

The Persian Gulf L7L 5061 5232 
China 2 60 

Cyprus 2 A, 

America 2 8 

Russia z 

Phillipines 622 622 
= 136,382 33,801 62,716 232,671 
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King Saud's Speech to the Pilgrims at the Royal Palace in Mecca, July 26, 1955, 
delivered on his behalf by Sheikh Yusuf Yasin. 


™y brethren: 


"One of the greatest favors Allah has bestowed on us is to make us Moslems. 
I praise God who hag led me to issue the call to His religion, and to follow 
the teachings of our father Abraham, of the Prophets who succeeded him, and of 
our Master Mohammed and the Caliphs, just as did my fathers who served their 
religion and this country. 


‘"God commissioned His Prophets Abraham, Moses, Jésus and Mohammed to call 
the people to worship none but God. 


“Arabs in pre-Islamic times admitted that God is the Creator and the All- 
Giver, and that He gives and takes life, but they were polytheists. 


"I urge all Moslems to worship God sincerely while cleansing our belief 
from polytheism. 


"I advise you to be tenacious in holding to the teachings of the Holy Book 
and the pure laws that have come from Allah. They guarantee us the best 
positions in this life and in the other world, and they have planned our 
religious, economic, and social policy in a fashion incomparable with the past 
and future results of the inquires of the world philosophers and scientists. 
No principles are more eloquent than the justice pour Master Mohammed declared 
in his last Haj, saying: ‘An Arab cannot be preferred to a foreigner, and a 
person of certain color cannot be preferred to one of another color for any 
reason except the outweighing of the other in godliness.’ The more appreciated 
by God is the one who fears God more!. 


"Qme of the main principles which we aimed at when we thought of establishing 
the Islamic Conference was to urge the people to resort to Allah; also we aimed 
at spreading Islamic moral, social, and economic principles. 


"It is clear that it is not easy for those wha are enemies of Arabs and 
Moslems to see that a group of Moslems have such a sincere power with which they 
work for God and religion. When they found no way to make them renounce that, 
they used fraudulent tricks and different means such as trying to destroy the 
Arab League, attack our religion, publishing false propaganda and lies about us, 
and also by trying to stir Arabs and Moslems against each othere 


"It is a pity that we, being at a point of separation, a factor that makes 
us in. need of cooperation and unanimity, find ourselves facing so many difficulties. 
We must not let these difficulties defeat and enfeeble us. We have come to an 
agreement with ou§ brothers in Egypt and Syria to establish a three-powsr’ pact, 
forming a united military, political, and economic entity to face our enemies 
in one strong line, defending ourselves and all Arabs. 


"I an sure that, because we are faithfully working for the interests of | 
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Arabs and Moslems, every Arab who is now didsenting from us will join us because 
Arab nations have the same principles and aims, and aspire to attain their 
safety and independence. 


"Inasmuch as this is our aim, we must make certain not to lose any of our 
brothers who work for the cause of Arabs and Moslems. The door is open for 
every Arab who admits and believes in the principles declared in our pact. 


"The Jewa are next to us; in North Africa our brothers are struggling 
against colonialist oppression; and the aggressor forces in South Yemen and in 
the east and south of our Kingdom are endeavouring to dominate our Arab country. 
However, we will be tolerant until Allah grants us His help, and we will retain 
our independence and dignity. 


‘iy brothers: You have come to this country despite every difficulty and 
trouble to perform the Holy Duty, and I ask you to repent of your sins, and to 
resolve to disregard inaccurate beliefs in religious and social affairs. We 
must keep only to the principles revealed by God to our Master Mohammad, 


"I beg Almighty God to lead us to be righteous and not to L@t us be 
victims of uncontrolled desires , and to make our word strong and* unanimous", 
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. IR}Wtn D. DAVIDSON NEW YORK OFFICE: 
207TH District, New Yorn a 200 W. 72ND STREET 
New York City 
COMMITTEES: 


wencitanmmencroenes Congress of the Anited States 


404 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 


Se ae Bouse of Representatives | 
WASHINGTON SECRETARY: Washington, RP. €. NEW YORK SECRETARY: 
MELBA J. COUTSONIKAS February Ts 19 6 ELSIE CLANCY 


ACTION 


is assigned tc 
‘the Honorable 


Thruston B, Morton, 


Assistant Secretary of State for RK 


Congressional Relations 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Morton: 


It has been brought to my attention, by one of my 


constituents, that United States Citizens of the Jewish faith co 
are not being allowed to land on the airfields in the countries 0 
4 of Iraq and Saudia Arabia, making air travel to both of those O 
4! countries impossible. a 
It is also his understanding that our government has = 
been advised by these two countries that any military personnel iy. 
or government personnel from the United States shall not include ee 
persons of the Jewish faith, as they will not be welcome. Pe 
“ =z ‘ 
It has been reported to him, in additiongg thgt our gov- = 
ernment, while cognizant of these facts, has failegotolprotest to a 
the two countries. LE os} | 
A a>) 
I shall greatly appreciate your looking igo the matter 
ae &nd advising me as to the situation prevailing. 
<I 
ser 3 Thank you for your assistance and consideration. 
tao E at 
1 2S 2 Sincerpdy, : 
eee ; “Oe eos ‘< 
| E 02, %o Mdn- 
IDD:mg'” ey “re. > A IRWIN/D. DAVIDSON, M. C. 
ee Zon te 9 Lp a8) 
» f 39 
RK i Ye 2p) gs . 
a te, ay > 6 
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SUBJECT: 


Transmitting Bond yiygeck Parte ra 1956 He Vg 3 
| By note of March 21, pes En ot eens of Tovaticn Affairs ae" 


informed the Embassy that it was sending therewith five copies of the 


e 


Pilgrims! Tariff covering all types of charges and fees which would be 
incurred by pilgrims during the 1375 (August 20, 1955-August 7, 1956) Haj. 
The Embassy transmits herewith, as of possible interest to the De 


ment, an Embassy translation of the Pilgrims! Tariff (as Enclosure No. be 


together with two copies of the Tariff. 


04 peusnzeu ed 3 


The tariff sets forth in detail the various government f 






on, and the charges to be paid by pilgrims for transportation, vices 


rendered, rental, and other expenses which would or might be 


~--9gec-e/1sl°v9ss 


during the performance of the Haj. 
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ae ees Counselor of Embassy 
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Ze =f 
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uit Dept please pouch Arab capitals and other Moslem areas, as deemd appropriate v_ 
g° <a 
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ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE rs 
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KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA | 
Ministry of Finance and National Economy 
Administration of Pilgrimage Affairs 


PILGRIMS! TARIFF FOR 1375 
° (Auge 20, 1955 - Aug. 7; 1956) 


1. It should be known to all pilgrims that the tariff which mounts 
to: 194 English pounds sterling (er equivalent) and which the Saudi Arabian 
Government used to cellect from each pilgrim, has been cancelled since the 
year 1371. This cancellation is still in force. 


2. The charges for the services offered to the pilgrim by different 
people and the charges for his transportation in the Kingdom have been fixed 
to be paid in Saudi riyals. 


3- Quarantine fees and’ pier or airport charges for the incoming and the 
outgoing pilgrims, and charges for living accommodations in the Pilgrim Town 
in Jidda, are to be collected from each pilgrim by the shipping agents or 
the airlines companies. The total of these charges is 63 Saudi riyals. 


he Seventy-four Saudi riyals are to be collected by the agent of the 
Mutewif (the man who takes care of the pilgrim during his visit to Mecca) upon 
arrival of the pilgrim in Jidda. This amount represents the charges for 


the services of the mas, the agent of the » and the Zemzani 
(the man who furnishes pilgrim with Zamzam water). 


5. Two hundred Sandi riyals are to be collected only fram the pilgrims 
of Indonesia, Malaya, Siem and the Philggpines. This amount represents the 
charges for. the rent of a house in Mecca, furniture, vighte, and the rental of 
a tent during the pilgrim's stay in Aoee* and Muna, TPhese pilgrims are free 
either to pay this amount to the » or they can arrange these services 
by themselves. 

6. Transportation charges on each pilgrim are as follows: 


hS Sends. riyals - from Jidda to Mecca and back 


675 # tt - from Mecca to Arafat to Muna and 
, . back to Mecca. ) ) by sedan taxi. 
180 * we - from Jidda to Medina and back to 
: Jiddae 
22% Saudi riyals- from Jidda te Mecca and back ) 
35 *® " - from Mecca to Arafat to Muna and ) 
back te Mecca. ) ) ) by bus. 
90 bal bad a ee ee 
Jidda. 
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pilgrim over ten years old. Those who are between five and ten years old 
pay only half the ‘amounts. No charges are assessed on those who are 
under five years old. 


8. The rent of a house in Mecca, the rent of a tent or a house in 
Muna, living expenses, charges for the services of the guide in Medina and 
the rent of a house in Medina are to be arranged between the pilgrims and 
the owners of these facilities. Pilgrims of Indonesia, Malaya, Siam and 
the Philipines do not pay all these charges because they were included in 
the amount specified in article 5 of these instructions. 


9. The personal baggage of the pilgrim may be cleared from custans, 
together with fifty kilos of food stuffs, free from customs duties. 


10, The pilgrim is not allowed to bring with him goods except those 
reported on the manifest of the ship. He should then pay the specified 
customs duties. If the goods are not listed on the manifest, they will be 
considered smuggled goods, ‘and double custams duties on such goods will be 
charged, and he will be liable fo detention, which may delay him from performing 
the Haj. 


li. If the pilgrim should wish to travel from Jidda to Mecca first, and 
then to Medina, he should pay the charges for transportation fram Mecca to 
Jidda and back to Mecca, in addition to the fares fixed for the trip from 
Jidda to Medina. 


12. The luggage permitted each pilgrim to take by car should not exceed 
thirty ‘kilos. If the weight of the luggage should exceed thirty kilos, the 
excess baggage should be transported by other cars, amd the pilgrim will 
pay for that at the following rates: 


1 - One Saudi gursh for each kile of the excess baggage 
transported from Jidda to Mecca or from Mecca to Jidda. 


2 = Three Saudi gurshes for each kilo of excess- baggage 
transported from Mecca or Jidda to Medina and back. 


13. Period of stay in Medina is ten days, during which the pilgrim does 
not pay any amount to the Transportation Company. For any additional day 
which the pilgrim may stay in Medina, he should pay to the Campany one riyal 
per day. 


U,. If the pilgrim should pay the fare of car transportation and then should 
not use this type of transportation, he has the right to ask for the reimburse~ 
ment of the money paid, previded that he has notified the company of his 
decision previous to the trip. But if he has etarted to use the car, and then 
left it for other transportation, of his owm volition, hewill not have the 

| right to ask for reimbursement of his money. In case the pilgrim dies, ite | 
return fare from the place in which he died is to be reimbursed to his 


[_wicnassrene | 
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15. If the pilgrim has paid the fare of first class emcadgiiel | 
and has used only second class, the difference will be refunded to hin. 
If he has paid the fare of second class transportation and he then desires 
to take first class transportation, he will be permitted to do so upon 
payment of the difference. 


16. It is requested that the pilgrim approach the Administration of 
Pilgrimage Affairs through his Mutawif, for any information which he requires 
te know, because this Administration has been established by the govern- 
ment to render its services to the pilgrin. 





EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN 
ILLINOIS 


Mnited States Henate 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 





June 27, 1956 
The Honorable Herbert Hoover, Jr. a 
Under Secretary of State OY 
, Department of State > 
\(“ »(,@eshington 25, DB, t. ‘ 
4st -_ 
A l ar Mr. Hoover: 
‘ jl NE on 
_fg9* ( I wonder if you have fashioned an explanation with respect ~ 
€ hs to the matter referred to in the attached telegram. I pre- Oo) 
«he sume there will be a good many of these, and I think it would 1 
: be well to have a statement available that can be used by N 
way of a reply and also with respect to the proposed Resolu ~J 
tion. a 
Sincerely, a 4 
tMnheer GB 
Ev e sen rs) 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


Oty a7: 1956 


| Pee 





The attached letter to Senator 
Dirksen is forwarded for signature. 


KK 
Roger Kirk 
S/S-RO 


Attachment: Ltr to Sen. Dirksen re 
Arab discrimination 
against American Jews 





DEPARTMENT OF QTATE 





EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


July 13, 1956 





Mr. Sohm cleared the attached 
draft letter to Senator Dirksen ~ 
concerning Arab discrimination against ™~ 
the American Jews subject to the fol- ~ 
lowing suggestions: ‘ 


1. Deletion of ‘when it was con- 
sidered to be in the national inter- Dy 
est'(paragraph 4). He feels this 
weakens the statement without aan 
anything. 


2. Clearance at the Deputy hast: sre 
™~ 


Secretary level in NEA. 
3. Should L see the letter? MV (Vee. .. 


~ 
It will not be necessary to N. 
resubmit the letter to the Under ‘a 
secretary's office but we would a 
preciate receiving our regular S/S 
copies once it has been signed. 
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RK \. 
Roger Kirk 
S/S-RO \ 


Attachment: As stated. 


| FROM AND TYPE OF DOCUMENT | DRTE DUE 
| OR TS Sara) SS eS | : 

d | DATE REC'D 
| 7/13 
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FILED NO. 
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“SUBJECT 








ate/ler fy Wr. SCHEZER re prestest the 
Administration’ s acceptance of the Arab Yountries 
discrimination against American Jewry. 





| TON TO: 





‘| DATE —_ 





TEAS 


; ANSWERED | - NO REPLY NECESSARY 
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COMMI 


ON 
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


“PAUL A. FINO 


Twenty -FietH District 


New Yorn 
NEW YORK OFFICE: 


2632 East TREMONT AVENUE 
Bronx, N. Y. 
TYRONE 2-7207 


Congress of the Gnited States 


House of Representatives o § 
Washington, B. €. = & 

= _ 

July 11, 1956 aa > 

Oo 

. = 

> Ss 

me 

WI 





The Assistant Secretary of State 
for Congressional Relations 
Department of State 


13 3B 





Washington 25, D. C. cy 
: o) 
My dear Sir: e) 
> 
Epclosed herewith please find copy of letter from Mr. . 
i L. Schezer, 60 Knolls Crescent, Bronx, New York. Co 
This is but one of many letters I have received during lege 
the past week from residents of my Congressional District ~ 
¥R L” ‘on the same subject. 1 
30° Lo — 
Kb I will appreciate very much if you will send me sufficient — 
mit: ji” information on which to base a reply to these constituents. ms 
U*" | 
48 ig! Ta Thanking you for your-tooperation, I am 
fete “ B 
& . rs Sx ery truly yours, 
fi aie wo 
male o a me Pee 
sks TI / 
’ “Ze a n 
ae f 6.8 
7 Ege. Fs PAUL A. FINO, M.C. 
‘ ca] Ae > 
ls fq ' I> 
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\ te F © 
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ACTION 


is assigned to 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL 
WEA, 


4 
STREL T 


3 WEST 16TH 
NEW YORK 11, N.Y 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT JJL ] 9 Job ; July 18th, 1956 ma 
DEPART ML \, | 3) ‘ 
“! UF S é / 
RM/R STATE Z “ f 
a ee ; g 


Hon. John Foster Dulles 


Secretary of State 
State Department 


Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Enclosed please find a resolution passed unanimously by the dele- 
gates to the recent );th Annual Convention of the National Council 
of Young Israel. 


This resolution is expressive of the deep concern of our Movement 


and its 76 affiliated Synagogues from coast to coast with the boy- 
cott of Saudi Arabia and other Arab countries directed against 


American citizens of the Jewish faith, a boycott which seems to 

be condoned in part by our Government. 

May we express the hope that you will put an end to the present 

deviation from the traditional policy of the United States of 

America which has always insisted that all nations with whom our 


Government deals or is allied in any form, respect the equality 
of American citizens which is the foundation of our democracy. I> 


Respectfully yours, Cc 
1 
‘ -— 
Moc... eB 
MOSES H. HOENIG af 


National President .” 
MI = itieff 
ad > 
Cc 
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WY 
g 
j 








STUL 


f 


9gsi-Z/1sl’*vsss 


HSS jut /151 a 


WHEREAS 


WHEREAS 


WHEREAS 


RESOLVED 


RESOLVED 


INTOLERABLE BOYCOTT AGAINST JEWISH CITIZENS 


Saudi Arabia has made it her avowed policy to bar American citizens of 
Jewish faith from entering her country as members of the United States 


Armed Forces which man the United States air base in that country; and 


it is the avowed policy of Saudi Arabia in her imports from the United 
States to refuse bids from firms of which Jewish citizens of the United 
States are owners or part owners and, furthermore, to prohibit transporta 
tion of goods purchased on ships owned or partially owned by Jewish citi- 


zens of the United States; and 


the acceptance of the above conditions in the relations between Saudi 
Arabia and the Government of the United States of America is a shameful, 
unjustifiable deviation from the policy pursued by the United States in 
prior years when our government declined categorically the right of other 
governments to differentiate between American citizens on grounds of race 
or creed, such differentiation being in contradiction to the constitution- 
al principles of the United States and to the Bill of Rights; now, there- 


fore, be it 


that the National Council of Young Israel protests most vigorsously against 
such discrimination which becomes even more dangerous when made a principkb 
of international conduct and is already being followed by other Arab states 


in their dealings with our government; and be it further 


that the National Council of Young Israel calls upon the President of the 

United States, the Secretary of State and the Congress to forthwith cancel 
any such agreement between the United States and Saudi Arabia and any other 
nation containing such discriminary practices, and to make such refusal the 
irrevocable policy in, and basis of, all dealings of the government and the 


people of the United States with all nations of this earth. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
July 20, 1956 


SEV - MeMeagher (Poacee 


The attached letter regarding 
Arab discrimination against American 
citizens of the Jewish faith is for- 
warded for appropriate reply. 


Could copies of the reply be sent 
to S/S. 


Re 
Roger Kirk 
S/S-RO 


Attachment: As stated above dtd 7/18 
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE j // a / SG 
ROUTE SLIP sF5 fe 
(To Remain With Correspondence) : IC 
“ZS7F 
ie : PROMPT HANDLING |. SSENTIAL. 
rO_Mr. Fisher Howe — —— WHEN DRAFT REPLY aN EsmaL 


: ’ THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST 

t 
_ Director, Executive Secretaria BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN 
£ te SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS 
epee Ss ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE 
OFFICE OF THE STAFF SECRETARY. 








Date July 19, 1956 
FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 


ACTION: Comment — ee ee 


Draft reply a 





For direct reply — == 


For your information 





For necessary action = 





For appropriate handling _-§ * = 


See below 
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By direction of /, 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


Jul Ilse AM? 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL 8 AK "56 





RECLIVED 
3 WEsST 16TH STREET 
NEW YORK 11, N.Y 
RESIDENT ee 5 
July 18th, 1956 a 
- 3 o © 
fa: y 
> é. 
5 6) Lom 
2 = | 
» \) NX; 
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- ia 
=) = = of 
oy es ANAK 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower & a = QS Lv 
The White House Pras’ = : 


Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. President: 


gates to the recent ith Annual Convention of the National Council 


Enclosed please find a resolution passed unanimously by the dele- 
of Young Israel. at 


This resolution is expressive of the deep concern of our Movement 
and its 76 affiliated Synagogues from coast to coast with the boy- 
cott of Saudi Arabia and other Arab countries directed against 
American citizens of the Jewish faith, a boycott which seems to 
be condoned in part by our Government. 


May we express the hope that you will put an end to the presmt 
deviation from the traditional policy of the United States of 
America which has always insisted that all nations with whom our 
Government deals or is allied in any form, respect the equality 
of American citizens which is the foundation of our democracy. 


ite UY, 
one $ i Z 5 


/ MOSES H. HOENIG 
National President 
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WHEREAS 


WHEREAS 


WHEREAS 


RESOLVED 


RESOLWED 


INTOLERABLE BOYCOTT AGAINST JEWISH CITIZENS 


Saudi Arabia has made it her avowed policy to bar American citizens of 
Jewish faith from entering her country as members of the United States 


Armed Forces which man the United States air base in that country; and 


it is the avowed policy of Saudi Arabia in her imports from the United 
States to refuse bids from firms of which Jewish citizens of the United 
States are owners or part owners and, furthermore, to prohibit trans- 
portation of good purchased on ships owned or partially owned by Jewish 
citizens of the United States; and 


the acceptance of the above conditions in the relations between Saudi 
Arabia and the Goernment of the United States of America is a shameful, 
unjustifiable deviation from the policy pursued by the United States in 


prior years when our government declined categorically the right of other 


. governments to differentiate between American citizens on grounds of race 


or creed, such differentiation being in contradiction to the constitution- 
al principles of the United States and to the Bill of Rights; now, there- 
fore, be it 


that the National Councj1l of Young Israel protests most vigorously against 
such discrimination which becomes even more dangerous when made a principle 
of international conduct and is already being followed by other Arab states 


in their dealings with our government; and be it further 


that the National Council of Young Israel calls upon the President of the 
United States, the Secretary of State and the Congress to forthwith cancel 
any such agreement bebween the United States and Saudi Arabia and any other 
nation containing such discriminary practices, and to make such refusal the 
irrevocable policy in, and basis of, all dealings of the government and the 
people of the United States with all nations of this earth, 
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FOREIGN SERVICE QF -THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


ORERATIONS MEMORANDUM 
RMIR COPY 


This copy must be serra 
gute RM/R ” 












dtr ment ~ wy 
; Department of State P } etnies eal A 
FROM : American Embassy, idday Saudi Arabia y” July 2h, 1956 aa, 
REF - , te : 
em , 
SUBJECT : WELFARE: Request of Dr. Samuel J. Ravitch for information ae 
regarding employment in Saudi Arabia wt 
Ey 
The Embassy has recently received a letter dated July i 
10, 1956 from Samuel J. Ravitch, M.D., Imola, California, a 3 


true copy of which is attached. 





bi 
. ¥ 
a In view of the controversial nature of Dr. Ravitch's 3 
\ problem the Embassy is forwarding its reply through the eS 
Department so that it may be advised of the receipt of this x 
re aR Ly 3 letter and consider the contents of the Embassy's reply. ok 
7% oo" ; 
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W U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1949 - 649312 





Imola, California 
July 10, 1956 


The Honorable George Wadsworth, 
The American Ambassador, 

Jidda, 

Saudi Arabia. 


Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

I am a physician, 55 years old, living in California, 

Recently a medical agency advertised for a physician to work abroad 
on some "foreign operation". In reply to my application I received a letter 
saying that the work was to be with the Arabian-imerican Oil Company, but I was 
advised against going to Arabia because of my Jewish background. I was told that 
it would be courting danger, that my life would be in jeopardy because of the 
intense nationalism and the strained relations with Israel. 

I am writing to ask your opinion if this would be the case. Does 
anyone even have to know my religious background? Are routine investigations 
made in such matters? 


Thank you for -the information and advice you may give me. 
Very truly yours, 
(Signed) Samuel J. Ravitch 


SAMUEL J. RAVITCH, M.D. 


American Rabassy, Jidda, 
Jaly 2h, 1956. 


Dr. Samuel J. Ravitch, 
Imola, California. 


Dear Dr. Ravitch: 
In reply to your letter of July 10, addressed to the 


amie os the Bubassy regrets that under present condi- 
t considers . Rl Dereon name - Allg 





tempt to conceal fron ARAMCO the facts regarding your re- 
ligious background. 


Needless to say, the position taken by the Saudi 







O's head 
’ Park Avenue, 









 euhanaah 20 BO 
ai be red of our desire to 

oe sky pOMEl aselTiiine to yeu th may tines 

Very truly yours, 


Alfred le S. Jenkins 
Counselor of Babassy 


Enclosure 


. CONFIDENT Tai MA 
fice Memorandum - oxvr NMI 


NEB Mr. Alloh Wag eae 
 ~ Fraser Wilkins K 


‘all by the Saudi Arabian Ambsssadc 


11330 a.m, Monday, August 6, to bring a 
on the (Tab A) we presented to him concerning the 
restrictions of his on American citizens of the Jewish 


of his Government's reply, except to state that it was a “very 
sensitive matter." It can probably be assumed that his reply will . 
do little more than reiterate the traditional Saudi Arabian positior 





resolution passed by the Senate (Tab B). o 
O 
OF 
Attachments: 
(Tab &) - Memorandum. 
(Tab B) ~ Resolution. ie 
C 
wey 
PILED 
First p 
ms §~ 
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which directly affect our citisens and cause particular 


There are two features of current Saudi Arabian regulations and practices, 
find helpful any texts of actual regulations or proclamations which would 
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 


The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 


File Designation ——s 4 “A SPLSS 


Date kb Au Sb 2s: as 


To 

















In the review of this file this item was remoVed because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 

available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 


[yt Security-Classified Information 


[| Otherwise Restricted Information 
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DRAFTED BY: 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE INSTRUCTION 


OO4 
CONFIDENTIAL 
(Security Classification ) 


ERX A-12 August 8, 1956 


Restrictions on U.S. Citizens of the Jewish Faith 


American Embassy, JIDDA KZ 


Reference is made to the Department's circular instruction 
No. 1239 of August 8, 1956, 


The circular instruction cited above transmits the text of a 

| Senate Resolution regarding distinctions against American citi 
of the Jewish faith practiced by certain of the Arab states. Q 1 
resolution was passed primarily asa result of reports which § } © - 
appeared in the press regarding the restrictions on persons of 4 


Jewish faith transiting, entering and doing business with Saud™ | 
Arabia. 


998-8/181-¥988 


The Embassy is requested in its discretion to point out to 
the Government of Saudi Arabia the strong feelings among the 
American public and in the Congress in this matter as exemplified 
in this resolution. Reference may also be made to the memorandum 
presented by the Department to the Saudi Arabian Ambassador om ; 
May 9, 1956 (Department's instruction CA-90L6 of May 14, 1956) ~ to 
Memorandum of Conversation of August 6, 1956 between Assistant 
Secretary Allen and Ambassador Khayyal ’ concerning the Saudi r 






Aa Fh 


The Department, while fully appreciating the difficulties . 
which this problem presents in Sandi Arabia, urges that every | 
reasonable effort be made in the formal negotiations 
Dhahran Airfield Agreement and in other dealings with the Sauti 
ehge rose ininagga Reo Rass. acai = Alar il-ten e-em cli ey Sete hging 
in this matter. Particular effort should be made, if possible, to 
Cars SAREE AS Leey AE Se RENEE Of NEED OF ‘Perea OF the 
Jewish faith through the airport at Dhahran, 


The Enbassy should also endeavor to obtain a copy ef Saudi 
Pa fee Placing restrictions on persons of the Jewish faith in 
tters of entry into and transit through Saudi Arabia and doing 
iness with Saudi Arabia. 


CONFIDENTIAL — 
(Security Classification ) 


ve | APPROVED BY: / \ 
NEAs NEs DDNewsomt tslan:t apg 8/71/56 


CLEARANCES: 


_NE - Fraser Wilkins 
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pu > . FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 






: a BONG TENOR A NDUM ACTION 
aie 8 is assigned to 
< tine * i" 1 : 1 
securty . UNCLASSIFIED WE Ph 


4 
“2 September 13, 1956 
TO : Department of State 


From: American Embassy Frm 


a eRe TAT: “wrmda, Saudi Arabia U Pe 
tr: Embassy's OM dated July 10, 1956 °°‘ | rar RR (ei vy ES) RY 


suet’: VISAS: Entry Requirements into Saudi Arabia 


The Embassy is receiving from other American enlist tRRANCH 
ian 


an increasing number of requests for assistance in obt 
entry visas for American correspondents and businessmen. ‘Since the stringent 
immigration controls imposed by the Saudi Arabian Gavernment are likely to 
cause difficulties for Américan visitors if they are not ee or 

f OFFIC! 





V988 uyay 


complied with, the Embassy wishes to clarify the procedure to be 
by journalists and businessmen desiring to enter this country. 
OCT 31956 
General Considerations: 96 


OF peumTey 6g 3S0N yweundOg stay 


So ert 


Persons of the Jewish faith, or representatives of organizations or 
companies with Jewish interests, are not permitted in Saudi Arabia. 


9G¢1-6/181° 


Except for a specific category of business men, as outlined below, 
no visitor, official or unofficial, is allowed to enter Saudi Arabia without 
a sponsor. The Embassy itself is quite frequently asked to serve as a 
sponsor, but it cannot do so except for United States Government officials. 
The ‘Embassy must also decline to accept requests from private individuals 
for assistance in expediting the issuance of a visa for which the required 
sponsorship has already been obtained. The Embassy cannot intervene in such 
cases, as any request made by the Embassy to a Ministry of the Saudi Govern- 
ment for assistance in expediting the issuance of a visa is assumed by the.. 
Saudi authorities to cons&itute UnitedStates Government sponsorship of the 
visitor, with all the responsibilities such sponsorship entails. 


Correspondents and Writers: 
to 


The Embassy suggests that correspondents andwriters who wish to visit = 
Saudi Arabia be instructed to communicate directly with the Director 
General of Press, Radio and Publications in Jidda. At present, the Direct 
eral is His Excellency Shaikh Abdulla Balkhair. In writing to Shaikh 
wiullah a prospective visitor should state his purpose for coming to Saudi 
a, the cities he desires to visit, the probable duration of his stay, és 
the Saudi consular office at which he will apply for a visa. The = 
tor General will refer the request, with his recommendations, which & 
weight, to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Ministry will then is 
truct the Saudi cmsulate te issue a visa if it believes that such ory 
structions are warranted and are not liable to result in the publication “i 
articles distasteful to the Government. 


4/Sd 


S61 









The Embassy will be glad to approach the Director General in any case 
_ in which another Embassy considers that the status of a correspondent or a 
i ans 


am] 


| writer would justify such intervention. The prospective visitor should be 


| 


warned, however, that the most this Embassy can do is to inform the Director 


General of the prospective visitor's position ami connections. The Embassy 
cannot attempt to influence the Director General's recommendations or 

seek to expedite the issuance of a visa. As stated earlier, such action 
would be interpreted by the Saudi Government as Embassy sponsorship of the 
correspondent concerned. 


businessmen: 


Royal Order No. 7/35/3933, issued on 27/9/1375 (May 8, 1956) modified 
the entey iaetan ead for certain businessmen. 


This coda) — Saudi Arabian Embassies abroad to issue entry 
visas, without prior approval from the Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
to a representative international company who holds a certificate from 
a Chamber of Commerce in his country to the effect that 1) he is a 
representative of the company concerned, and 2) that the company itself 
is firmly established, has a good reputation, and follows policies not 
inconsistent with those of Saudi Arabia. 


A businessman, not in the category mentioned above, should secure the 
sponsorship of the Saudi firm with which he wishes to do business. This 
may be accomplished by a letter or telegram sent directly to the firn, 
specifying the Saudi consular office at which the visa application will 
be madee The firm, which agrees to act as sponsor, wit then initiate 
the proceedings necessary to obtain clearance from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affaira, The latter will in turn authorize the issuance of a visa by the 
Saudi consulate designated by the applicant. 


Although, for the reasons given above, its role prior to the issuance 
of a Saudi visa must be largely advisory, the Embassy wishes to emphasize 
that following the arrival of any visitor in Jidda, all appropriate 
assistance will be given him by the Embassy. 


The Department is requested to embody the foregoing information in a 
general instruction to the field. 


“eh eh 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: September 28, 1956 


SUBJECT: Saudi Arabian Quota on Visas for AiWAL.LO 


PARTICIPANTS: kur. James T. Duce, Vice President, Ai&ncO 


David De Newsom, li 


= 


COPIES TO: iE, weA, PP, VO, Dhahran, Jidda 


hire Duce said he wished to inform the Department, although no 
action was being requested from the Department, that Saudi Arabia 
had placed a monthly quota on the number of visas which would be 
issued to AxAMCO employees. The present quota, he said, was 188 
per monthe 


Mr. Duce said this number was adequate for the present, but 
that he was going to seek the removal of the quotae He did not 
know why it had been imposed. 





ea oh 
NEA 3 NE: DDNewsom: 
9/28/56 ‘ail 


9982-6/181°Vv9 


/$9 
mt are 


EL "Fp 





INEA— Mise Baten, 


UnCLasS I? 1D 2 amr 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Telephone 
Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: October 5, 1946 


> 


SUBJECT: Admission of Persons of the Jewish Faith to Saudi Arabia 


PARTICIPANTS: ix. Alfred Lilwentnal, Lecturer 


David De Newsom, hz 


COPIES TO: i, WA/P, SEV, H 






o/ Mr. Lilienthal referred to a statement which he attributed to Senator 

4 Estes Kefauver, Democratic Vice Presidential nominee, to the effect that 
i the United States should give up the Dhahran Airfield if American service- QQ 

4 men of tne Jewish faith could not ve admitted. Mre Lilienthal said he O) 

wished to reply to tnis and asked how many servicemen were assigned to > 

Dhahran. He asked if a thousand was a close approximation. Mr. Newsom e 

said that was approximately the correct number. 


— 
0 
Lr. Lilienthal, pointing out that he had been adimitied to Saudi = 
Arabia, asked tne grounds on which servicemen were excluded. Mr. Newsom \ 
pointea out that under the Dhanran Airfield Ayreement, all servicemen a 
required visas and that Saudi aAravia did not ordinarily grant visas to oO 
persons of the Jewish faith. hr. Lilienthal said he understood the Saudi J 

Arabian restriction to be against Zionists, and that the Saudi Arabian Ol 
Government had distributed a pamphlet to delegates at the tepublican Oo 
National Convention, pointing this out. Mr. Newsom said he did not know Q) 
of this pamphlet and that as faras he knew Saudi Arabia applied the Zionist 

vestriction on a very broad basis. 
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AMERICAN CABLE AND RADIO SYSTEMS 


October 10, 1956 








: ? 
U.S. Department of State ‘ - 
Washington D.C. ‘ 3 3 
OF" 
Gentlemen: re) 2 
O) 3° 
We take the liberty of addressing this letter to you and to draw your ro aa 
attention to the fact that the Royal Consulate of Saudi Arabia, New * =) 
York, is continueing its discrimination against our firm by refusing — i 
legalization of our invoices and shipping documents. MO 4 | 
—_— ib 
As late as October 5, we have submitted documents for legalization to a 
that @Gonsulate, which were returned to us without comment and without _ e \ 
action. O 3 i 
‘ 
You are certainly aware of the above facts which were the subject of —. ¢ 
if \\ a number of newspaper dispatches early this year. oO and 
ino 16) 
eae : & Ever since, all our efforts to obtain a clarification of this issue O) 
, (! have been without success. 
v 
if gb We are, therefore, appealing to you for your assistance in this matter, 
because we believe that this is a particularly vicious case of discrimi- 
nation against an American exporting firm which has been active in the 
Saudi Arabian markets for many years. 
oO 
Were it not for the fact that we know of many other ‘@ avers whose owners (@) 
are of the Jewish faith and who regularly are obtaintag BRgalization of ” 
their documents, we would ascribe our experience to at al boycott of ~ 
Jewish firms. xz 
“We have previously presented our position in writing to the Director of 
The Arabian State Delegation Office, New York, copy of which is attached 
hereby. 
It may well be that if your department shows some interest in this matter . 
that the persons or organizations responsible for our predicament may cease 
and desist from discriminating against our firm and we, therefore, would 
greatly appreciate your assistance in this direction. 1. 
xR Looking forward to your acknowledgment, we remain, % 
Yours respectfully, i 


ene) 27 WILLIAM BERNSTEIN COMPANY, INC. 
‘ \ \ wy ee) oe Z 
«wo Weet or. | doen Bernstein, President 
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of pending shipmente and to safeguard the interest of cur Arebdan friends 
and to maintain our frie ip with them built up so painstakingly over a 
decade . 











Thanking you in anticipation for your assistance, we remain 
Respectfully yours, 
WILLIAM yo 2G 









WILLIAM BERNSTEIN COMPANY, INC. 
15 PARK ROW «- NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 
Uj. 5. A. 





U.S. Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 
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Action Control: 21039 ‘> LH 
si Rec'd: November 330, & 
NEA ROM: Rome 33:19 p.m. > 
Info 4) , = “fe 
RMR 10: Secretary of State - o> 


EUR NO; 2280, November 27, 6 p.m. 
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A 

PER SENT PRIORITY JIDDA 5, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPAR 

SCA : 

PPT Americans located in England, France, Germany and other West , 
Vo European countries can on longer obtain visas for Saudi Arab 


SCS in London or Paris because of close of business Saudi missio 
OLI in those cities. 


eq reTm rammed SUN 
04 peasmey 


CIA Saudi missions Rome and Berne, Switzerland only offices funct L 
OSD Western Europe. 


NAVY This Embassy has received urgent calls from London, Wiesbaden and 
AIR Frankfort requesting assitance this Embassy obtain visas for 
American military and technical personnel, as well as dependents 
DCL who are ordered to Saudi Arabia. London has informed 160 pass- OI 
ports awaiting to apply for visas. London has been advised to 0) 
await this Embassy's instructions. Germany also awaiting in- 
structions. Embassy has been informed that oil company personnel 
will also apply to Rome for visas. Embassy has again discussed Gl 
matter with Saudi mission in Rome and has again been requested 
obtain your cooperation. Saudi mission appears to be unwilling 
to assume responsibility for increased numbers of visas althougi"] 
this Embassy has pointed out that such number must have been C) 
routine in London and Paris. Saudi mission here claims not am 
equipped to do this work and Saudi Minister has asked for specif? 
information re the occupation rank and reason for travel of allf™ 
of these individiduals. Cc 


Urgently request your cooperation in discussing situation with Bs 
with view to having its mission Rome instructed to process 
applications soonest. © 


aA 
Workload this Embassy increased as personnel from Germany alre 
coming in. Please disregard next to last sentence our telegr . 


S ) 
JERNEGAN ©@2 yy UC 
MGG : SHG co 
za o 
Note: Message delayed in transmission. D 
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Memorandum of Conversation 





: DATE: 12/13/56 
9:5 
3211, NS 
SUBJECT: Saudi Arabian Visas X acne 
YO mw HW 
» @® = iy 
~~ os 
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~ oO 
~ Oo 


PARTICIPANTS: Captain Kerry, Air Materials Command, Dayton, Ohio 


Robert K. Sherwood, NE 











| 
| 
| 
r POUINISYy 3 2 oy yusuno 
ee 


Captain Kerry called to seek the advice of this office on steps which 


might be taken to meet the following problem which is apparently weighing = 

heavily on the minds of the Air Force's budgeting officers. 7 
A contractor in the Los Angeles area who subcontracts for certain 

Air Force needs at the Dhahran Air Base occasionally sends personnel to 

Dhahran, necessitating obtaining Saudi visas. The contractor has been Cc 

getting the visas without difficulty in the SA Consulate General in New 

York, but the visa category and cost are those for private business men, ‘ 


not for someone traveling on government business. The charge for the 

former is greater than the latter, and inasmich as the Los Angeles contractor 
works on a cost-plus basis, the Air Force is expecting he will present a 
bill for the cost of the visas. If the Air Force can reduce the cost of the 
visas by changing the category Captain Kerry will be pleased. 


_ 


Captain Kerry said his office is considering one of two steps: (1) 
Let the Air Force command at Chelly (location?) apply for the visas, thus () 
.> ggiving the proper appearance of traveling on government business to the “|! 
., contractor's personnel; (2) Let the State Department approach the Saudis 
_to point out the true status of the contractor's personnel, and request 


the SA Consulate General charge accordingly less for the visas. 


I said that step (1) sounded very good at least as a first attempt, 
and should be tried out before considering other solutions. In reply to my 
question Captain — said he did not know just how much money was involved 


in this matter. 


eel, 
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Action Control: 12129 —-= 
Rec'd: December 19, 19 = 
NEA FROM: Jidda 12:07 p.m. = 
Info 5 
RMR TO: Secretary of State P 
EUR NO; D344, December 18, 1 p.m. 00 
E Pi 
A O) £ 
PER SENT ROME 8; REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 344. De. 
SCA * © 
PPT Rome telegram 5, repeated Department 2280, Rome telegram 8. _ | 
Vo 08) 
SCS Saudi Foreign Office states sent instructions Saudi Embassy , = € 
OLI Rome in 1952 authorizing issuance visas for American military bi 5 
entry Dhahran. Embassy has requested Foreign Office renew i’ _ 
CIA these instructions to cover all Americans and dependents. 4 NM § 
OSD Will inform soon as reply received. , \ 
ARMY ath 
ried WADSWORTH 08) 
A Ol 
MS: MJH/6 0) 
DCL 
a 
08) 
Y) 
=~ 
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Control: 14707 
Rec'd: December 24, 19 
FROM: Jidda 5:42 a.m. 


10; Secretary of State 
NO; 350, December 23, 10 a.m. 


SENT ROME 10 REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 350 
Rome telegram 10, Jidda 8. 


Embassy hopes Foreign Office reply will obviate initiating 
individual visa requests by this post. Specific requests 
for visas not made pending Foreign Office reply to general 


we 


inquiry. 2 
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SENT TO: Amembasey, JIDDA PRIORITY “/ 72 
RPTD INFO: Amconsul, DHAHRAN YW SS 





infos During period 15 to 20 January 1957 3 B-52s will depart West 





() Coast US for non-stop round-world flight, unclassified nickname 


3/ oer 


2a 9d 4ST ZBeuMmo0g STU 


"Power Flite." Flight widl refuel in air over Dhahran. “To serv 





s@trz 
Te13099 







operation, USAF sending tanker squadron consisting 18 KC-97s and 

one C-12) to Dhahran for approximately nine days. E— 
In order assure success this operation, it is vital Saudis grant 

exemption from normal visa requirements for 250 USAF personnel this 


flight. You are requested approach Foreign Office immediately and 


Ist °Vv9oss 


state USAF planning special flight 19 tanker and transport aircraft 


from gughagiaie-US ee 


would appreciate acceptance travel orders in lieu visas for personnel sf 


i 





to Dhahran, and. 


involved. You may state flight similar previous routine rotational 


flights tactical aircraft, but is logistical rather than tactical. 


AF 


Flight clearance being obtained normal manner through Com 2nd Air 
Division Dhehran. Logistical flight due arrive Dhahran via Sudan 


January 11. 


Crate rs . ee - 
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KIR-Col. Evans (iy svieh.) \ 
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WILLDAM BE RNS TIS G0 M PANY, INC 
ABLE ADORESS AMBERPROD NEWYORK 15. PARK ROW +. NEW YORK 38, N.Y, UU SA 


RCA TELETYPE TELEX PFH NEWYORK 4 TELEPHONES BEEKMAN 3 5SQe2 
(RECT WIRES WITH WESTERN UNION ANC 5 Lines) 


AMERICAN CABLE AND RADIO SYSTEMS } i } és 
Z / 


January 8, 1957 : jh 


UeS. Department of State 
The Secretary of State 
Washington 25, D.C. 


RE: NE: 8864.181/10-1056 


Dear Sir: 


We wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated November 
27, 1956 regarding our request to use your good offices to 
induce the Saudi Arabian Government to continue to legalize 
our export invoices and shipping documents. 


We note from your letter that "The United States Government is 
making every effort towards effecting a settlement of these 
difficulties". 


We assume that our relatively minor problem will be solved 
easily at the occasion of the forthcoming visit of King Saud 
under the influence of the even more friendly atmosphere created 
by personal discussion with his Royal Highness. 


ee 


LG8-1/181 °V98S5"% 


OQ POM OY eR Heme By 


We trust that you will be able to convey to us the|good news 
very shortly in the interest of free American export trade. 


Respectfully yours, 


Kh, £ COMPANY, INC. 


WBet William Bernstein, Sian ident 
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RMR TO: Seoretary of State / > 
: | CO . 
MC NO: 365, January 10, 10 a.m. / . oe 
ee PAT Oe 
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OLI PRIORITY | - — 
CIA SENT DEPARTMENT 365; REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY D 228. OO 4 
OSD aie 
AIR Reference: Priority DEPTEL 472, January 5, repeated information ~ 8 
Dhahran 255. = 
i 
Foreign Office informed Embassy today visa requirements wWaiv sn 
for 250 USAF personnel arriving Dhahran on or about January os 
' for approximately nine days. ol 
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NEA Rec'd January 19, 1957 e 
FROM: Jidda ; 3525. Tih b 
Info ee) 3 
RMR 10; Secretary of State © , 
. O § 
KUR NO; 404, January 19, 4 pm : p+) 
SCA e - \ 
per = 
OLI SENT ROME 17 REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 4404 oO @ 
OSD EMBTEL 18 repeated information Department 293% ~§ 
ATR — 
Ambassador has made previous earnest approach to Foreign 1§ 
Office this subject. Foreitgn Office agéin advised Embass 
today question issuance visas Saudi Embassy Rome still under © 
consideration. Ol 
~ 
4 
Embassy requested Foreign Office to instruct Saudi Embassy 
Rome issue visas to six people mentioned your telegrams. 
Will advise immediately when clearance granted. 
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NEA Rec'd January 24, 
FROM: Jidde 9:17 a.m. 
Info a \ 
RMR TO: Seoretary of State OO. | 
OO = | 
EUR NO: 421, January 24, 4 p.m. = | 
SCA >* 
PPT ° 8: 
OLI SENT ROME 18, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 421. ae 
00 
OSD Your telegram 18, repeated Department 2903. § 
AIR = 
EMBTEL 17, repeated Department 403, T¢ 
. 4 
Foreign Of'fice telegram number 23/1/1L2/9741 dated January™e4 Ff 
authorizes Saudi Embassy issue vis's six airmen listed your IK 
telegrams. Ol 
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~ Origin Seen 
. AMEXCO INFORMED DEPT STAFF EXIT VISAS CANCELLED PENDING 
~ 2 
COMPANY PAYMENT FINE APPROXIMATELY $95,000 LEVIED IN OCTOBER 
; WITHOUT ITEMIZATION OR ANALYSIS. PLEASE RENDER ANY APPROPRIATE 
ASSISTANCE TO COMPANY AND REPORT. = ° es 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Control: 16971 
Rec'd: January 29, 195 
FROM: Dhahran 9:25 G.Ms 


TO: Secretary of State 


NO: 362, January 29, 4 p.m. . ie 


SENT JIDDA 192; REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 362 
DEPTEL 294; information Jidda 549. 





1. CONGEN believes SAG authorities will not grant exit permits 
local AMEXCO employees until satisfied taxes and fines totaging 
369,978 piyals (89 ,660) for period November 1950-December 55 
will be negotiated or paid, or unless Saudis are willing to 
accept a "hostage". Embassy will recall Flour "precedent". 


' 
g 
§ 





2. At J&nuary 28 meeting with AMEXCO managers Putney and May, 
they expressed belief Wilhelm Gyr (Swiss accountant in Zurich 
office) should come Saudi Arabia to clarify AMEXCO position. 
Putney also suggested presence James R. Gordon (AMEXCO relief 
manager now Hong Kong) useful in negotiations with Saudi officials 
and is so recommending to New York office. 


4. SAG tax officials in Dammam indicated to AMEXCO final deci- 
sion rests with Ahmed Jam Joom, Director General income and z 
department in Jidda., Mister May plans travel Jidda near future 
for preliminary discussions with Jam Joom. Putney believes eve 
ual meeting Jidda between Jam Joom, Gordon and Gyr best means 
clarifying SAG demands and solving problem. 


be 
4, For your information. a | 


4S6¢e-1/ 181 *v9ss 


come CONGEN doubts this likely, but in premises we are not in 
tion to give any assurances. Putney knows this. 


(A) Putney fears Gordon and Gyr may be held as "hostages" if Pd 


— May will probably ask Embassy: (1) Seek assuran 
AMRXCD representatives tees 2 ahove} can enter and leave 
3\ (2) assist obtain exit permits AMEXCO staff Dhahran?™~ 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
February 4, 1957 


_ | . _.§ fy f 
NEA - Mr. Oulashin Me ee 
I attach for appropriate rents tg 
be signed within NEA a letter to the ao 
President from Mr. Philip Klutznick of 7 
B'Nai B'Rith regarding the visit of 
Aing Saud. Please send a copy of your 
reply to S/S by February &. 


Att: Referenced ltr dtd 1/30. 
Se #782) - 





3/5 Sc he 20:45 aw 


THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE ) W457: 


ROUTE SLIP) gy 


(To Remain With Correspondence) 


PROMPT HANDLING IS _ ESSENTIAL. 


- . Pi H 
ro_Mr. Fisher Howe WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED 





Director, Executive Secretariat THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST 
ieee = BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN 


ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE 
OFFICE OF THE STAFF SECRETARY. 


Date __ February 2, 1957 
FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 


ACTION: Comment i — 


Draft reply - 











For direct reply ee 
For your information _ 


For necessary action aces 





For appropriate handling 





See below A 
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\: THE WHITF HOUSE 
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OMe of the President 
PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK 
30 PLaza 


January 00, 1957 


Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower : 
President of the United States : 
The White House 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. President: 
The visit to this country of King Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabia 


creates an opportunity for face-to-face discussion with hin: 
of a number of practices of his government which involve c 


discriminatory denials based on religion of rights of American us 
citizens. Out of regard for you as our President we have re- - 
frained from public presentation of this matter or protest in . 


any form during the presence of the King at your invitation. 
This has not been easy since the concern of American Jewry, ; 
with the details hereinafter set forth, has been very great. . 
We understand fully the broad purpose that motivated your sats 
invitation and we only hope that it will be in some measure 1 


achieved. A 

c 
There is no need for us to remind you of the fact that it is the Ci 
official policy and practices of the Government of Saudi = 


Arabia to deny entry as well as transit visas to Americans = 

of the Jewish faith, solely because of their religion. This ste 
discrimination against Americans of the Jewish faith is ap- Ww. 
plied even to members of our Armed Forces who might béS — 
included in units assigned to duty at American bases in Saudi / 
Arabia. Another effect of the policy of the Saudi Arabian 
Government of denying entry to Americans of the Jewish faith 

has been to compel American employers carrying on projects 


in that country to engage in policies of discrimination in em- ma A 
ployment because of religion, eveg though such discrimina- 4y, c 
tion is barred by law in the states inewhich applicants are hired _ » 
or employment in Saudi Arabia. aA a 
= 
Q 
G 
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Honorable Dwight Lb. Eisenhower January JQ 1957 
Page 2 


Not only has the Saudi Arabian Government imposed on our 
Armed Forces and on American companies recruiting staff 
for employment on projects in Saudi Arabia a policy of re- 
ligious discrimination, but it has also engaged in a commercial 
boycott of American businesses which were owned in whole or 
in part by Americans of the Jewish faith. The Department of 
State has already been made familiar with a case where an 
American construction firm, as @ condition of its being awarded 
a Saudi Arabian Government contract, was asked to execute an 
affidavit that the firm had no directors or stockholders of the 
Jewish faith. 


Still another practice of the Government of Saudi Arabia, that 
of forbidding Americans who are admitted to that country, 
even chaplains attached to our Armed Forces stationed there, 
from wearing any religious insignia, involves our government 
in the acceptance of practices of religious discrimination 
wholly inconsistent with the rights guaranteed to all Americans 
by our Federal Constitution. 


It is our hope that in the forthcoming face-to-face discussions 
with King Ibn Saud, an effort will be made to bring home to 
him the essential inconsistency of the practices of religious 
discrimination followed by his government with the basic 
principles, not only of our American Constitution, but also 
of the United Nations Charter to which the Government of 
Saudi Arabia has subscribed. It is our hope that in these 
discussions it can be made clear to King Ibn Saud that the 
practices of discrimination in employment imposed by hi. 
government on American employers recruiting for projecis 

in Saudi Arabia and on our Armed Forces can serve only to 
embarrass our country in its foreign relations and weaken it 
in its struggle to strengthen freedom throughout the world. 

It should be pointed out that the practices of his government 

in barring visas on the basis of religion and in imposing eco- 
nomic boycotts on the same basis can result only in compelling 
our government to choose between actions which deny the basic 
constitutional freedoms fundamental to our system of govern- 
ment and actions which would weaken the friendship and 
cooperation between his government and ours. 


Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower January 30, 1957 
Page 3 


It is our Sincere prayer that the visit of King Ibn Saud to our 
country will result in the voluntary abandonment by his gov- 
ernment of the policies and practices of imposing religious 
discrimination on American citizens who either visit his 
country or seek to strengthen it by doing business with it. 


Sincerely yours, 


Me lip ta Whilypck 


Philip M. Klutznick ° 


al 


lhe visit of Kine Usud referrvin:: t+ tie vraeticecs 


savernment wiich involve discriminatory denials 


brsed on religion of richts of Anerican citizens. 
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Action Control : 1154 
NEA Rec'd: February 3, 195 

FROM: Jidda 9:13 a.m. e 2 
Info E — 
RMR TO: Secretary of State 3 ~ 
L NO: 437, February 1, 3 p.m. 
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PPT —_ SENT DEPARTMENT 437; REPEATED INFORMATION DHAHRAN 24. 
OLL Dhahran's 192 Jidda, repeated information Department 362. 


CIA Embassy fears Gordon's participation in negotiations with Saudis 
re taxes and fines might well be detrimental Amexco cause. : 

DCL Gordon's competence as such is not questioned, but his short temper , 
aggressiveness and at times tactlessness (admit edly wits 
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provocation) during negotiations for reopening Amexco's 
operations last spring greatly annoyed and offeyded the per 
overly sensitive Saudis. 


In circumstances Department may wish discuss mattter with 00 
Amexco, 
3 00 
Embassy suggests Dhahran not discuss above with Amexco a 
representatives. : 
JENKINS 00 
LMS: JLN/7 ~ 
Note: Delayed in transmission. jer Mm 
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Action Control: 4090 
NEA Rec'd: February 7, 1957 
FROM: Jidda 103 a.m. 
Info 
RMR TO: Secretary of State ip 
i, NO: 443, February 4, 2 p.m. Ve 
E 
PPT 
scs SENT DEPARTMENT 443; REPEATED INFORMATION DHAHRAN 245. 
OLI 
DEPTEL 549 to Jidda; Dhahran's 362 to Department; EMBTEL 437. 
CIA 
At February 2 meeting Jidda between Director General Jam Joom 
DCL (Income and al Department Finance Minister) and May of 
AMEXCO's Dhahran office, at which Embassy officer present, 
basis laid in cordial atmosphere for Saudi-AMEXCO negotiations 
on tax problem. 
Jam Joom welcomed May's suggestion AMEXCO representatives come 
Saudi Arabia, and offered expedite securing entry and exit 
visas for them when Embassy supplies names. 
Since "hostage" aspect will cease be problem in this case 
if tax matter expeditiously settled, Embassy, with con- 
currence May and if Department agrees, plans for time. feing 
make no representations to SAG thereon pending result n tia- 
tions. | 
JENKINS 
Note: Mefisage delayed due to transmission. 
SEG/14 
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SENT TO: Amembassy JIDDA G/L 


ger 
Embtel 443. 


Depar t+ arranged meeting on February 7 between President Read 
AMEXCO and Min Fin Surur re AMEXCO-5AG dispute. Reed states asiaita: 
very successful. Surur reported to have stated AMEXCO Vice President 
would be welcomed Saudi Arabia negotiate tax dispute and indicated 
details of audit .of AMEXCO-Dhahran's books and of SAG tax and fine 


laws would be madé available to AMEXCO, Surur also reported to have 


said SAG desired AMEXCO _—s Saudi Arabia. 


Reed plans have L. S. Kelly, Vice President, AMEXCO, resident 
Frankfurt, arrive Phahran approximately March 15. Possible that Kelly 


will be accompanied by one of company's dk auditors. 
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Under above circumstances and in light developments indicated 


reftel, Department agrees that Embassy make no (pt no) representations 


‘SAG at this time. 
| Additional information being sent air pouch. 
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SUBJECT: American lixpress Company Income Tax Problem. 






In January 1956 the Saudi income tax authorities at “ammam hired Saba and 
Company, a firm of accountants at Al-Khobar, to audit the books of the American 
xpress Company's office at Dhahran for the period November 1950 - December 1955 
inclusive. lir. italph Putney, Manager of AMEXCO's Dhahran office, has stated 
that he was unable to show the auditors certain of the records, which concerned OO. 
Air force matters, without first obtaining the permission of the Commanding 00 
Officer.of the Second Air Division at Dhahran Airfield. Since the Commanding Oo 
Officer, Brigadier General Slater, was in Germany at the time, and apparently — 
the required permission could not be secured in his absence, AMEXCO was unable ¢ 
to get authority for the auditors to view these records until March 1956. = 
Mr, Putney has stated that as soon as Air Force permission was secured, he co 
showed the auditors all of AMEXCO's Dhahran records. pen 

Ba 
N 
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In spite of this, however, by letter of September 16, 1956, the Deputy 
Iinance hiinister in the Eastern Province informed the AMEXCO manager at Dhahran 
that a tax assessment totalling 369,978 riyals and 3-1/2 gursh ($98,660.8) at 
the official rate of 3.75 riyals to $1) was due from the company. The letter 
inter alia asserted that "the company has no accurate and complete records", wail 
that "the company employees did not show any cooperation towards the inepectora® 
(auditors), that the company did not allow the inspectors to inspect the U.S. 
Air vorce account and did not show them the agreement between American xpress 
and the U.S. Air Yorce, and that the company did not facilitate the audit, and 
protracted the inspection period to three months without reaching a verifiable 
result on the accuracy of the accounts. 


Mr. Je H. Wood, AMEXCO's Comptroller Overseas Offices, in London, informed 
Mr. P. R. Ross, AMEXCO's Vice President and Comptroller, New York City, by 
letter dated November 15, 1956, that he believed that the~Saudi authorities 

had invoked Article 7 of Royal Decree No. Mape aSe which prescribes: 


It shall be considered that the oie inedike resulting from capital 
investment is fifteen percent (15%) of the gross income unless_the 


taxpayer is able to convince the responsible official iialeea Vea 


means of detailed and accurate ‘bécardsy | .! i ve 


~iNog oS" 


Ls 
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Mr. Wood added that "it is difficult to see how any such exaggerated claims | 
can be sustained by the Saudi Arabian tax authorities if proper regard is paid 
to the provisions of the tax laws." Mr. Wood also stated in his letter, and 
this fact has been confirmed by Mr. Putney and by lir. James May, the Assistant 
to the Manager, that a letter of acknowledgment was written by AMEXCO to the 
Deputy Minister, acknowledging the letter of assessment, stating that the amount 
imposed was éncorrect and not in agreement with the facts, and requesting 
details to support the assessments. Mr. May has advised the Embassy that this 
AMEXCO letter hasnever been answered directly. 


In January 1957 the Saudi authorities in the Eastern Province refused to 
grant exit nemaits to ivo of AMEXCO's Daahran employees, Mark Caluori, a Swiss 
national, and Nicholas Battis, a Greck national. The Saudi authorities have 
reconsidered their position in the case of Iir. Caluori, whgowill be permitted 
to leave Saudi Arabia on February 7. However, the AMEXCO manager has been given 
to understand that neither he nor any other member of his staff will be granted 
exit visas until the tax matter is settled. 


At a January 28 meeting at the Consulate General in Dhahran, at which 
Nessrse Carrigan, Farrell and Muller of the Consulate General, Messrs. Putney 
and May of AMEXCO, and the reporting officer were present, the AMEXCO officials 
suggested that Mr. Wilhelm Gyr of the 4urich office, and 'r. James Gordon, 
AMEXCO relief manager (described as a "trouble shooter" by May), or other person 
or persons designated by the home office, come to Saudi Arabia to explain 
AMEXCO's position and to negotiate with the Saudi tax authorities. Messrs. 
Putney and May pointed out that, according to the tax officials of theEastern 
Province, a final decision on the matter would have to come from the Ministry 
of Finance in Jidda. Accordingly, Mr. May ~ suggested that he come to Jidda 
to discuss the prospect for negotiations with the Director General of the Income 
and Zakat Department, Shaikh Ahmad Jam Joom, and to manifest AMEXCO's interest 
in settling the problem. 


Mr. May cameto Jidda on February 1, and on the following day was introduced 
to Shaikh Ahmad by the reporting officer. The meeting resulted in a cordial 
exchange of views and in Shaikh Ahmad's offer to expedite securing entry and 
exit visas for AMEXCO's negotiators. He asked that theEmbassy inform him, in 
writing, of their names, when designated. Mr. Putney has advised his home office 


of this development, according to Mr. May, who telephoned him from Jidda on 
February 2s 


With respect to the "hostage" problem (Dhahran's Telegram 192 to Jidda,. re- 
peated to Department 362, January 29, 1957), the position of Messrs. Putney 
and May appears to be that they would prefer, subject to home office approval, that 
the AMEXCO manager, by job, or alternatively, if that is not agreeable to the 
Saudi authorities, by name, be responsible for outstanding Saudi-AMEXCO problems, 
and that junior employees not be involved. Of the five non-Saudi employees of 
AMEXCO at Dhahran, Messrs. Putney and May are American nationals, Mr. Reudy Morf 
is a Swiss national, Mr. Wolfgang Kristandt is a West German national, and Mr. 
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Nicholas Sattis is a ureek national. lr. May expects to go on leave in April, 
aid Mr, Putney to leave Sauci Arabia in August 1957. 


For the Charge d'Affaires ai. 


(Ch.»¢ B. 


Robert B, Houghton 
Second Secretary of Embassy 
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The Honorable : 
William Rountree 
Assistant Secretary — 
Department of State fe ee 9 
Washington 25, D. C. o s as { 
Dear Mr. Rountree: 2 
As you know, the American Jewish Committee fe 
has been gravely disturbed over discrimination in Arab G3 = ; 
countries against American citizens of Jewish faith, or O Es 
considered by those countries to be of Jewish background. ~. 2 
é res 
The hope has been expressed that this matter might =a 
be taken up during the recent visits to the United States of cag 
Saudi Arabian and Iraqi dignitaries. =e 
Se, | 
: , ‘ & eit | 
I would be pleased to receive such information as ao — 
the Department can give with respect to this matter, which ms 
I know has been a source of continuing concern to the .—9 
Department. Ol 
N 
For the American Jewish Committee, 
Iam 
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Origin si a) |> -+ ; 
Infos Re Deptel 616. — o 
ad 
Department informed by AMEXCO that Vice President L. S. Kelly of f 
company's Frankfurt office due #@ arrive Jidda on or about March 15 to 5 \ 
\ 
begin discussion mf taxes and fines dispute. R. T. Reed, President o J 
AMEXOO has written Ambassador Wadsworth and MinFin Surur re Kelly's. ™ 
arrival and provided Kelly letter »f introduction to Surur. Indications = 
are Kelly may enter at Dhahran in order go over problem with Putney. > 
e 
ned. 
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PERMANENT 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Control : 186 
Rec'd March 1, 1957 
FROM: Jidda 6:09 a.m. 


TO: Secretary of State 


NO: 496, February 28, 5 p.m. 
SENT DHAHRAN 263 REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 496 
Dhahran's 201 to Jidda. 


Embassy suggests Kelly apply soonest for visa at Saudi Embassy, 
Rome giving passport number, religion and last port before 
reaching Dhahran. 7 


Also suggest he show Studi Embassy letter from Reed to Surur, 
as indicating Surur's interest in matter (DEPTEL 616 to Jidda 
February 19). 


Embassy meanwhile will informally (CA-5241, December 28, 1956) 
attempt to expedite clearsnce. 


From best available information, Surur likely be in Jidda after 
March 15. 


JENKINS 
SW/€HS/8 


Note: Reference Dhahran 201 to Jidda not received by Dept. CEI 
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NBA Rec'd: March 1, 195% % 
FROM: Jidda 6:09 a.m. 
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RMR 10; Secretary of State ‘ 
SS NO: 496, February 28, 5 pm 
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i, @ 
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Action Control: 4120 
Rec'd March 7, 1957 
NEA FROM; Jidda 6:47 a.m. 





TA | 


Info 


RMR TO; Secretary of State 





SoTtl 












Ss 
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on 
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aq NO: 507, March 7; 9 a.m. 2 
G 00 F 
SP cy 
he SENT DHAHRAN 271, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 507 OF 
ay f 
SCA FROM MEYER > rs 
PPT , i 
scs ODhahran's 201 to Jidda, EMBTEL sent Dhahran 263, repeated 00 
information Department ho6 — 
DCL ~, 
In absence Charge Dhahran. G4 
Embassy informally has informed Kamal Adham, Crown Prince, $ 
Faisal's brother-in-law and-iocal agent AMEXCO 6f-Kelly's +* P 
need for clearance Rome. He has promised assist expediting 01 
matter. “<I 
In addition, Embassy verbally inforwed Jam Joom on February 27 
of forthcoming Kelly visit, and followed with letter setting 
forth relevant information. 
Adhaa told Embassy officer March 6 that Surur likely be in 
Riyadh March 15; however opined only Jam Joom's presence 
necessary for negotiation. 
JENKINS g. 
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Action Control : 4130 ; oO z Wy / 
Rec'd: March 7, 1957 rs: gE | 
NEA FROM: Jidda 6:59 a.m. 5 ae 
Info Eg) 5 
RMR 10; Secretary of State Co § 
L 
EUR NO; 508, March 7, 1 p.m. <a 7 
E a 
SCA "a 8 
OLI SENT CAIRO 100, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 508, BEIRUT 51 q . 
CIA Reference: EMBTEL sent Jidda 206, Department 2676, repeated 


Betrut 298. 


In informal conversation with Foreign Office Embassy informed 
restriction on issuance transit visas to British, French, 
Australian nationals result direct order Ministry Foreign 
Affairs. Order reaffirmed within past week. 
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SENT TO: AnEmbasey JIDDA 39,32 
RPTD INFO: AmEmbassy BEIRUT, AmConsu] DHAHRAN 


REF: Embtel 271 be \nat 85 
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Department informed Saudi Embassy Rome received no instructions re 0 F | 
16 ¢) 
() visa for L. F. Kelly, Vice President AMEXOO. It suggested he proceed 0) + 
>F 
Beirut and would request JIDDA authorize issuance visa Beirut. Kelly * Po 
‘ coon. 
leaving Rome March 12, Will contact both American and Saudi Embassies OO 
e ts poet 
Beirut. Please expedite issuance visa there, ~ 
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Visa for Kellyg Vice President AMEXOOgy still unissued Beirut. Company 


requests assistance. Please expedite if possible, 
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SENT BETRUT 60, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 547, DHAHRAN 291. 
Beirut's 104 to Jidda, Department's 730 to Jidda. 


Kamal Adham's office (Embassy telegram 271 to Dhahran, repeated 
information Department 507) informed Embassy this morning Saudi 
Foreign Office has cabled instructions Saudi Embassy Beiru 
issue Kelly visa. Number Foreign Office telegram cabled by. 
Adham to Kelly. Latter should contact Saudi Embassy. 3 
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AF, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 1 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE IV _ 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. © a 
WY 

=] 
BS 
AFOIN-1A4-5 Q 
80 MAY 1967 2 B 
Ba 
aa 
Mr. David D. Newsom Bi wm 
Officer-in-Charge . Y a lai 
Arabian Peninsular - Iraq Affairs S eB ea 

Office of Near Eastern Affairs ‘ 

Department of State 3 
Washington, D. C. \ E : 
Dear Mr. Newsom: n S 


Your attention is invited to the inclosed copy of message U-280, ; 
dated 14 May 1957, from the United States Air Attache, Baghdad, Iraq. { 
It appears from the contents therein that: USAF Air Crews are finding 

it increasingly difficult to obtain visas from the Saudi Arabian Legation 
in Baghdad, as well as in other areas, due to an apparent inconsistency 
in visa granting policy or procedure, or because of the lack of 

Saudi Arabian diplomatic ais aiaaaaeaaaieiaaas 


To alleviate the situation, the Air Attache has suggested that 

48 the Saudi Arabian Government be requested, thru your Department, to 

> grant a waiver of visa requirements for USAF Air Crews bound for or 
transiting thru Saudi Arabia via Dhahran Air Force. Base. 


Your comments and/ or recommendations on this proposal are 
requested. 


Sincerely, 
= GteweD EO 
A/s EMIBTT E. CURRAN 


it. Celonel, USAF > 
Directorate of Intelligéage 
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i. CoATRA BAGHDAD IRAQ 
i; IEPHO/DIR INTELL WASH DC 
Gi NONNLAT 
_3¢ * PAST SEVERAL WEEKSHVWVE ENCOUNTERED CONTINUING DIFFICULTY 
JSTAINING VISAS FOR AIR CREW MEMBERS FOR FLTS TO DHAHRAN SAUDI 
(obIA X SAUDIA LEGATION EITHER UNWILLING OR UNABLE PROVIDE 
»1THIN ANY REASONABLE SCHEDULE IN REPLY TO OUR REQUESTS X 
TSANSILNT USAFE ACFT ARE UNABLE TO OBTAIN VISAS FRTM OTHER 
[AG BECAUSE OF LACK DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION MANY EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 
vERICAN EMBASSY HERE HAS ATTEMPTED TO ALLEVIATE SITUATION FRTM 
/ EVEL BUT WITHOUT SUCCESS X SUGGEST MATTER OF VISAS FOR 
‘aiRAW BE TAKEN UP THROUGH STATE CHANNELS TO OBTAIN WAIVERHOF 
Visa REWUIREMENT FOR U S AIR CREW MEMBERS FOR STATED PERIOD FOR 
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In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it 15S 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 

available for ee The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 


[x Security- Classified Information 
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CIA ENT DEPARTMENT 9!. REPEATED (NORMAN [yA HMIAHRAN 2 . 
OSD — HHAHRAN PASS COMDR SECOND &i Phi /. Ul 
ARMY 2 
ATR FOLLOWING ESTABLISHMENT SAUDI EMBASSY 18160.) IN JUNE 1957, 
AMERICAN MILITARY PERSONNEL PROCEEDING welh ius fF IELD TO DHAHRAN 
Zo, AIR FIELD OFFICIAL BUSINES REQUIFTI) OBTAIN GAUDI VISAS TRIPOLI. 
@ PM PREVIOUSLY NO VISAS NECESSARY UNDER INFORMAL ARRANGEMENT ALLOWING 
iH ENTRY MILITARY PERSONNEL AT DHAVRPAN WITHOUT VISAS PROVIDED 
& {4 THEY NOT ORIGINATED FROM OR REMAINED MOFD THAN 24 HOURS EN 
a) ROUTE DHAHRAN IN CITY HAVING SAUDI ARABIAN GOVEPNMONT REPRESENTAT ODN. 
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2a} ON JULY 13 SAUDI EMBASSY DECI INFD 1SSUC FNTRY G8 TRANSIT VISAS ” 
go UNITED STATES AIR FORCE PFRSONNE, BEAR! NG NEW AND UNUSED PASSPORTS 
RRS ISSUED CITHOR WASHINGTON OR ABROAD. STATHD REASON 1S THAT PERSONS 
Sia of WITH FRESH PASSPORTS MAY HAVE “© COND PASSPORT FOR TRAVEL TO 
a AF ISRACL. PERSONS WITH OLD PATO PORTS CONTAINING VISAS OF OTHER 
£2 | ARAB COUNTRIES HAVE THUS FAR RECE EVE GAubt VISAS WITHOUT DIFFICULTY, 
'N MINOR 11 


BUT SUCH | AVORED APPLICANTS ARI 


TWO WEEKS AGO SAUDI FIRST SICRETARY CABLEL SAG ASKING INSTRUCTIONS x 
IN NEW PASSPORT’. AND REFUSED GRANT > 


REGARDING ISSUANCE VISAS 
INSTRUCTION. RECEIVED. UPON URGENT A: 


FURTHER FACILITIES UNTIL SUCH 
ISSUE FIVE VISAS ON AUGUST 32. BUT EMBASSY 


} op . REQUEST SAUDIS DID \ 
= 1 STATES NO MORE WILL BE ISSUTD UND ESS SAG CABLES GO-AHDAD. i 
1-4] WE DOUBT SUCH PERMISSION WIL! BE PEGr IY Db. N 


IN PRESENTING VISA APPLICATIONS WE AVI © MPPASL ZED THAT APPLICANTS : 


ARE FOR MOST PART UNITED STATES Ai FORCE Fit CTRONIC TECHNICIANS 4, 
NEEDED AT DAF FOR INSTALLATION AND MAINIF NANCE NAVIGATIONAL AIDS 
YAS PURT Le CERTIFIER IN ‘) 


AND COMMUNICATIONS FQUIPMENE.  rMBAS! 
WRITING THAT APPLICANTS HOLD ONLY ONE PAS FORT AND 
IN-Ui F IC LENT OVERCOME 


HAVE NOT TRAVELED IN ISRAFL. THESE ARCUMPNT: 
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-2-91, AUGUST 5. “© PM FROM IRIPO: : 


BELIEF WE ATTEMPTING tNTRODULCE UNDP S'RABLE PERSONS INTO KINGDOM. 
THIS IS CASE OF INVINC BEL 'GNORANCT t 


SINCE FURTHER MOVEMENTS UNITED STATES A:R FORCE PERSONNEL | ROM 
WHEELUS TO DHAHRAN LIKELY BE «WAP tdci DELAYED UNT 11 

MATTER RESOLVED Al HIGH LEVEL SAG. REQUEST DEPARTMENT TAKE 
APPROPRIATE STEPS !NFORM SAG ©! BONAE IDES UNITED STATES 

AIR FORCE PERSONNEL PROCEFDING DitAHPAN AND TO 'NSURE PROMP 1] 
VISA !SSUANCE CONFORMITY PRACTICE OFFER SAUDI EMBASSIES AND 
CONSULATES» 


PY}: DIFFICULTY STEMS FROM INF XPERIENCE AND SHEER IGNORANCE 
SAUD! FIRST SECRETARY. MOHAMED DA Al -TUBAISH!. WHO FEARS 
GRANTING VISAS IN NEW AMER'CAN PASSPORTS MIGHT BRING ADVERSE 
CRITICISM FROM 1i!tS GOVERNMENT. BEET VF | ORMAL NOTE FROM EMBASSY 
WOULD BE FUTILE SINCE TUBAISIiI HAS FULLY STATED HIS POSITION IN 
ORAL PRESENTATION AND WOULD REPLY MATTFR ALREADY IN HANDS 

HIS GOVERNMENT . 
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C Feet 1 
L DHAHRAN FOR CENERAL SMITH ~ 
O O) 
P Re Department's 227 to Jidda repeated information Tripoli 121 i 
UOP Dhahran 64, ~“ 
UMSA 


SCA Mohamed A Al-Tubaishi, First Secretary Saudi Embassy Tripoli, has 

PPT been Cairo past three weeks. Third Secretary and acting chief 

Sscs tod:, intormed us he received cable from Tubaishi allegedly in- 

OLI struc: ing him issue no further visas regular passports Air Force 

DCL personnel proceeding Dhahran. Third Secretary also said Tubaishi 
returning Tripoli August 19 with visa instructions from SAG Foreign 

OCB Office. 


ISIA 
ae Before Tubaishi's cable arrived Third Secretary had agreed exceptica: 
asp issue visas in regular passports af eight-man Air Force electronic 
ARMY instrument installation team because Saudi immigration control aL 
NAVY Stamps in passports indicated seven of eight men previously ad- se 
AIR mitted Dhahran. On basis alleged telegram he now refuses issue 
visas, necessitating postponement team’s scheduled departure 
August 18. 
Despite his assertion that telegram ordered him suspend furt 
visa issuance, we inclined believe Third Secretary only stall 
pending Tubaishi's return. Since Tubaishi was original ing tig, 
visa problem, doubt his return will favorably oe eau “ae 
he does in fact bring appropriate instructions from — ae 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: August 19, 1957 
SUBJECT: Entry of U.S. Servicemen into Saudi Arabia 


Major Windes, Office of Judge Advocate General of the Air Force 
PARTICIPANTS: 
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R. K. Sherwood, NE , ri 
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COPIES TO: NE(2cc), AIR(Dr. Evans) ii 
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Major Windes called to seek guidance in replying to a member of a 
Congress on the subject of entry of U.S. servicemen of the Jewish faith 
into Saudi Arabia, Major Windes said that a recent letter to the Congregs+ 
man from the Air Force had stated that the Air Force had constantly striv 
to correct the situation whereby the Saudi Arabian Government refused 
admittance to U.S, servicemen of the Jewish faith. The Congressman had, 
in turn, inquired of the Air Force precisely what efforts had been made to oO 
correct the situation. Major Windes stated he was preparing a reply which iy 
would interpret the earlier Air Force letter to mean that the Air Force ~ 
had joined its efforts with those of other branches of the U.S, Government C. 
in seeking a solution to this problem, 
Mr. Sherwood dictated over the telephone a letter of from 
Fraser Wilkins to Israel Goldstein of the American Jewish C » Which 
dealt with this question, and suggested certain portions of 1 wid 
provide guidance for Major Windes in drafting his reply. ‘ 
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iion. John Foster Dulles Jif t er 
Secretary f¢ State WY EG 
United States Devartment of state iD 
21st Street and Virrinia Avenue, |. .:. : 
wasiingten, Db. C. 
Dear wr. vecretury: 
The Americ:n Jewish Uongress filed » verified coaiinplaint with this an 
Comiission against the Arebian Auericsn lil vormany, alleging in sub- Y 
stance that .ranmcc, in the course of interviewing; im. selectiiy; .nclicants Oy 
in the State of uci York for employment in -2uci arcabia, by direct and Tice 
indirect cuestionins anc ctherwisc, attewrts te ceter ine whether such e 
anzlicants arc dverish »ersons anc, further, that Araco refuses to hire —_ 
Jewish persons for such ecloyment, al in violation of Section 296 (1) cr 
(a) and (c) of the Jew Yor): State Law Against Viscrinination (czrecutive _ 
Law, Article 15) a cony of hich is enclosed herewith. a 
y* 
Tne Arabian American Cil Vompanzyy is a Delaware corporation author- i 
F i yeuzed to do business Bb the State of New York. Jt conducts cil >roducinr oO 
 y 9 ) Jand refinings operaticohs within Saudi Arabia under an agreement with the (ou 
a late hing Ibn Saud whereby, in exchange for exclusive rights to e=mlore, “NJ 
drill, produce, transport and export oil in a definite area, Aramco shares 
equally with the Saudi Arabian Govermient the »roceeds derived from these 
operations. The company maintains an office in the lity of New York through 
which it recruits and hires American ~ersomel in saudi Arabia. Cc 
68) 
baat Although Aramco's employment application forms do not contain any in- ™~ 
y culry as to religion, Aremco concedes that prior to hiring it ascertains = 
it Re (3 the religion of the anplicant, chiefly by incirect means bub wegre neccs- 
sary by cirect inquiry. Jt appears that Arazico makes a sraghi of having 
an avclicant fill out simultaneously with his enploynent andlidgion form, 
an anplication for a Saudi Arabia vise which contains an inquirsas to the =} 
applicant's religion. Thus, the avnlicant's religion is re ec to Aranceo 
aurins:; the pre-employment »rocess. 2 
~ ry 
‘ Aramco states th.t it coes not hire Jewish anplicents for employment \ 
1 Saudi Arabia because said agrecient 141] not rermit nersons of the ox) 
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“won. vohn zoster sulles ae vepldber 5, 1957 


Jewish folth to enter Suucl Arcbin ~ne a wius Dbl aoe We, Lesnec ta 
Jetrish person. ‘ 


Pieces Tork dtate La. Azcinst uiserinination (sec. . Vo. (: go” fe,) 


tls 26 ciel be unlawful disciiiaintbery, sscticc: 


(.) Yor an eanloyer, becnuse of the race, creed, color 
or national orisin cf my incividual, to refuse tc 
hire or eunloy or to Lar or to <ischarre from un- 
nloyment suc]: indivicual cr to discriminste arcainst 
such individual in compensation Sr in terns, con:dii- 
tions or -rivileres cof a@xploynont. 


(cj) For any eaployor ..... to mcke any ineuiry in connec- 
tion isith “rosnective crmloyaunt, «hich expresses, 
directly or indirectly, any linitction, specification 
or discrimination as te race, creed, color or national. 
Oligin, or an: intent to make any such lLisitation, 
specification or cGiscrimination, unless base’ uvon 2 
bona fide ceeunational  walificsaticn."” 


. ole theory of the complaint herein is that resvondent, in re- 
cruiting persomel in ::ew Yorl: Utate for work in Saudi Arabia, makes pre- 
enployuient inquiries, cirectl: or indirectly, as to the anmnlicsnt's creed 
and refuses to hire applicants cf the Jewish faith for such vorl:, in viola- 
tion of the above-aquoted sections of the Lai. 

The bisic contention of Araaco is that it is entitled to « bona fide 
occupational cualification iith resvect to its inquiries as to creec and 
its refusal to hire Jewish sonlicants because Yaudi Arabia ::i11 not »ermit 
Jewish versons to work there anc «11 not issue u visa to a Jewish person. 


In 1952, this Comission adovted a resolution nroviding th:t where a 
claimec bona fide occunational cualification is premised unon the existence 
of a statute @ decree of a foreign sovernment, confirmation :411 be sought 
of the facts upon idhich the claim for bona fide occupational cuelivication 
is predicated by comaunicrting :ith the lnited States Derartment of State 
or some other authoritative source, to ascertzin the interpret:ti.on and 
requirenents of the foreign statute or cecrec. 


Consequently, before miliine «a determination herein, 1 vould verv much 
avoreciate it if you woulc acvise ue as to the following: 


1. Does Saudi, Arabia nemait ersons of the Jeiaish f:ith to 
work in vaudi Arabia: 


2. Does Saudi Arabia issue visss te sersons of the Jeiish 
faith: ; 


my “e 


LOT) « 


John Foster Dulles - 5 - cestorcber ©, 1957 


WwW 


woes the United States venartment of otate issue mesr 


ports to nersons of the J@ash frith «ho cesire to 
travel tea vawli arabiz’ 


L. Af this Comiesion sheuk deny Arcinco's veomust for a 
vona fide occunation:.1 cualificetion anc, in effect,” 
SsuBLein the contentions of the compicinant as wiorasnta, 
woule such determinntion adversely affect any »volicy ef 
the United Stetes venartment of State: 


+ Very much anoreciabs an: thanl: vou for your consideration «f this 


ee "8 : Jincerd] 7 YOUrt 


Coy 4h 


Eimer A« Carter 
Commissioner 
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- SCA — Mr, Wagenheim /1~~ t/ 67 ie 9/12 

FROM a NE _ Mr. srever ff a 
SUBJECT: r 
Attached Draft Reply to the NY State Commission Again Discrimination e 

A, 

me, 

The draft reply is attached for your information and clearance, In view ~~ 


of the interest of the "front¥ office" in a prompt reply, I hope you can return this , 
to Room 3211 as soon as possible. “any thanks, 
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FROM Amcongeneral JERUSALEM ae D FF 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. Feb 6, 1958 
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REF ConGen Despatch 107, January 23, 1957; Deptel 47, October 5, 1956 ak 
G7 DEPT. ; sal 
For Dept. ‘ne “yy FP T- WY Sey: ie Z- a 3c s- 2, dhe 
Use Only = ry bb 
SUBJECT Sister Seraphim Seeks Residence with Soviet Mission in Tepael Sh at OO 
fl en si Op 
Cc Va 7 / ra p os 4" cs a 
. ge Lee Ip tien hed ES 
| Sister SERAPHIM, the Russian ee ee citizen whites as anunon =_ | * 


the order of the Patriarch ALEXIS, in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre on January 1, at 


1957 has resumed her contacts with the Consulate General, presumably seeking to aa 
cross the Armistice Line and enter Israel where she would become a part of the hae 
Russian Orthodox religious commnity under the orders of Archimandrite NICODEMUS ~~ 


of the Soviet Ecclesiastical Mission to the Holy Land. In accordance with the 
referenced telegram instructing the Consulate General to refrain from assisting ' 
her to change her status, once across the line, from that of a tourist to that of 
a resident in Israel, it has been carefully explained to her that she would have C) 
to seek her Israel residence permit through her own religious commmnity. va 


From the enclosed memorandum of conversation, it would appear that Sister 
Seraphim finds her aged superior in the convent in the Old City, Mother EUGENIA, 
wearing to say the least and would like the Soviet Archimandrite to order that 
she cross into Israel as soon as possible. The message to the head of the Soviet 
Ecclesiastical Mission, mentioned in the memorandum, is not being transmitted, 
despite her request for such assistance. 


Archimandrite Nicodems seems disposed to place on the American Consulate 
General the burden of her gaining entry into Israel for an extended stay of three 
months on a tourist visa. He has maintained, according to Sister Seraphim, that 
she will need to remain in Israel for at least three months before he could gain 
the permission of the Ministry of Religious Affairs for her,to have a residence 
visa. However, permission for a tourist to remain three months is readily given 
by the Israel Government. 


Comment: The young Archimandrite may be exploring the reaction of the 
American Government to one of its citizens jo his Mission, or it is con— 


SdH 


ceivable he is suspicious of the highly intelligent if politically naive former 
Russian princess. Under the referenced instriiction (Deptel 47) and unless advised 
otherwise, the Consulate Gener ral intends to submit Sister Seraphim's expected 
application for a three-months'’ tourist visa to the District Commissioner's office 


in dJsrael—held Jerusalem. 
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| Enclosure:- F Memo of Conversation. Gillen ™ 


“American Consul General 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


Participants: Sister Seraphim = (Marie Poutiatine) Date: February 13, 1958 


Eugene H, Bird, American Vice Consul 4 p.m. 
Place: Office of American Consulate General, Jordan—held Jerusalem 
Subject: Sister Seraphim Seeks Residence with Soviet Mission in Israel 


Sister Seraphim came in with a letter addressed to Archimandrite Nicodems, 
head of the Soviet Ecclesiastical Mission to Israel who was encouraging her to 
take up residence now in Ein Karim to aid with the work of the Mission there. 

She recalled that this had been her original intention when she took orders in 
the Russian Orthodox Church in January, 1957 and subjected herself to the dis- 
cipline of the Reverend Mother Bugenia, resident in an Old City Greek Orthodox 
Convent. Sister Seraphim wished the Consulate to transmit the letter, in Russian, 
to Father Nicodems as a first step in negotiating a three-months' visitors’ 

visa for her to stay in Israel, which would give her time to have the Ministry 

of Religious Affairs consider favorably her request to stay longer and eventually 
hold a renewable annual resident's permit. 


Mr. Bird replied that ordinarily messages of this sort were only transmitted 
between organizations in which the United States had an interest or with which 
ordinary relations existed, which was not true in this case. However, her letter 
would be shown to the Consul General and her request, as an American citizen, be 
conveyed to him. 


Sister Seraphim summed up some of her reasons for going to Israel at this 
time by pointing out that she was doing nothing in Jordan, and was needed at 
Ein Karim to tend to the needs of the 25 very old nuns resident there. Archi- 
mandrite Nicodemus had explained to her that he had only 20 young nuns burdened 
with the care of the 25 older ones, many of whom were the simplest types and 
could do nothing for themselves. He needed a person who knew languages (Sister 
Seraphim speaks English, Russian and French perfectly, knows German passably 
well by her own estimate). The 28-year-old Father Nicodemus had asked that she 
go to the American Consulate and gain assurance before she crossed that she 
might stay in Israel for at least three months, which would give him time to 
work out a longer permission for residence with the Israel government, 


Mr. Bird replied by pointing out that there was a difference in her appeal 
as an American citizen to cross into Israel and her wish to remain there as a 
member of what was essentially a foreign relitious order. No assurances could 
be given her about her stay in Israel once she crossed the Line, even though she 
could make out a longer form and request permission to stay in Israel and learn 
at the gate before she passed into the state for how long her visa would be valid. 


Page of 2 of 


Page 
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| Sister Seraphim agreed to return later to discuss her desire to settle in 
Israel, reviewing her relations with the 87-year-old Mother Eugenia which 
apparently are not entirely pleasant since the Reverend Mother has ordered 
that she remain in Jordan until September. Sister Seraphim hopes that Father 
Nicodemis will order her to cross shortly after Easter. 
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Embassies Cairo and Jidda having difficulty securing Saudi 0) 
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Saudi Ambassador Washington and ask if he can facilitate or " 
if I am persona non grata. Please cable reply to Cairo Embassy. 00 
Many thanks. CR McPherson. = 
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Our files: American Jewish Congress vs 
Arabian American 0il Company 
_ Case No. C-4296-56 
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00 
Mr. William M. Rountree O) 
Assistant Secretary > 
Near East, South Asian and African Affairs i, ° 
Department of State fi = 
Washington, D.C. | @ 
— 
Dear Mr. Rountree: ie 
(oO 
On September 23, 1957 I received a letter from you in which t 
you were kind enough to set forth for me, in connection with N 
the complaint of the American Jewis! Congress vs Arabian O 
American Oil Company, the situation which prevailed on the Ol 
relationship of Saudi Arabia and the United States at that 10) 
time. 
This note is merely to ask the question whether or not O 
there has been any change in the situation as you outlined W 
it to me at that time. iy 
@ 


On yours, 
‘eS AAS! 


BAC/y Elmer A. Carter 
Commissioner 
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SUBJECT IlTYegal Entry into Saudi Arabia of British Somaliland N&tion i m 


The Saudi Arabia Government in the Eastern Province has instituted 
measures to ascertain the identity of individuals illegally residing in 
this area. The principal offenders are reported to be subjects sae 


British Somaliland, 


On September 15, 1958 a committee designated by H. R,. il. Amir Saud 
bin Jiluwi, Governor of the Eastern Province, consisting of one represen- 
tative of the Department of Public Security, one representative from the 
Department of Passport and Nationality Affairs and one representative 
from the Amir's staff, requested a listing of all Arabian American 0il 
Company employees of Somaliland origin. This information was not avail- 
able and the committee departed to return on September 17, 1958, request- 
ing the number of Somaliland taxi drivers operating in the Aramco com- 
pound. Aramco was unable to furnish this information, also. The comnit- 
tee then went personally to the taxi stand, located within the Aramco 
compound, to personally examine the nationality certificates of the taxi 
drivers. As a result of this examination, six individuals were appre- 
hended possessing false nationality documents. These persons were re- 
quired to post bond prior to their release by the Saudi Arabia officials. 


ESElL-Ol/1E1*yoge 


After this examination of nationality certificates by the Amir's 
committee, the number of taxi cabs operating within Aramco was reduced 
from approximately 96 vehicles to 20 vehicles. Apparently Somaliland 
drivers possessing fraudulent documents absented themselves until the 


‘drive was over. 


Prior to the designation of the above committee, Aramco was requested 
to provide the office of the Saudi Arabia Director General of Labor with 
the names of all employeég};of: Somaliland origin. The Director General of 
Labor was advised that this information was not available but that Aramco 
could provide a listing of all Aramco employees who were Somaliland 
nationals. The Darmam, Labor Office proposed the institution of a gate 
check of all Aramcd’ empléybes as they departed from the Aramco veigapit 
at the close of business to locate ere who possessed fraudule 
nationality documents. In order to eliminate the confusion and a ay 
that this procedure would necessarily entail, Aramco proposed thaf"a 
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more satisfactory method of ascertaining the nationality of employees 
would be to examine nationality certificates at the time labor permits 
were renewed by the Saudi Arabia Government. This proposal was accepted 
and at the present time pressure has subsided in the above campaign. 
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CHARLES ABRAMS 
CHAIRMAN 


ELMER A. CARTER 
J. EDWARD CONWAY 
JOHN A. DAVIS 
MARY LOUISE NICE 


STATE OF NEW YORK 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 


STATE COMMISSION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION 


270 BROADWAY, New YORK 7, N. Y. 
TEL: BARCLAY 7-1616 


November 14, 1958 
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Dear Mr. Rountree: 


a e 
CHARLES LIVERMORE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


EDWARD RUTLEDGE 
HOUSING DIRECTOR 


HENRY SPITZ 
GENERAL COUNSEL 


JOHN B. SULLIVAN 


Liked + 


rie 


D'RECTOR OF EDUCATION 


. i \/ 


Enclosed is a copy of the decision which I have rendered 
in the matter of the American Jewish Congress vs Arabian 


American Oil Company. 


This note is to express to you my appreciation and thanks 
for your kindness in making available to me on several 
occasions information as to the status of American-Saudi 


Arabian relationships. 


Sincerely yours, 


: (° \ 
\ hy, (as a fe 
EAC/y r A. Carter 
enc. Commissioner 
Mr. William M. Rountree 
Assistant Secretary 
U.S. Department of State 
Washington 25, D.C. 
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DETERMINATION AFTER INVIESTIG:.TLION AND COWPFIGRENC ts 


AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
VS 


ARABTAN AMERICAN OLL COMPANY 


Case No. C-lL296—-56 


New York State Commission Against Discrimination 


Kilmer A. Carter 
Investigating Commissioner 


November 6, 1958 


DETERMINATION AFTER INVESTIGATION AND CONFERENCE 
Case No. C-4296—56: American Jewish Congress vs. Arabian American 0il Company 
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On the lst day of August 1956, the American Jewish Congress, 15 East 
84th Street, New York, New York, transmitted to the Chairman of the 
Commission Against Discrimination a verified complaint against the Arabian 
American Oi] Company, 505 Park Avenue, New York, New York, which it charged 
with violation of the Law Against Discrimination, 

The American Jewish Congress in its complaint states: 

The Complainant, AMERICAN JOWISH CONGRESS, by its attorney, 

WILL MASLOW, complaining of the Respondent to the State Commission 

Against Discrimination, states: 

FIRST: That at all times herein mentioned the Complainant 

has béen and is a membership corporation duly organized under 

and existing by virtue of the laws of the State of New York and 

maintaining its principal office at 15 Hast 84th Street in the 

County and City of New York. 

SECOND: That the purposes of the Complainant, as set forth 
in its Certificate of Incorporation, include: 


"(a) To safeguard the civil, political, economic and 
religious rights of the Jews in all countries; 


*% 


(e) To secure and maintain equality of opportunity 
for Jews everywhere and, in every lawful manner, 
to secure effective remedies, assistance and 
redress in all cases of injustice, hardship, 
or suffering arising out of discriminatory 
measures or practices against Jews, or from the 
violation or denial of their lawful rights." 


a Fe 

That by reason of the foregoing, and the unlawful discriminatory 
practices hereinafter set forth, the Complainant is a "person 
claiming to be aggrieved" by such unlawful practices, within 

the meaning of Section 297 of the Executive law of the 

State of New York, 

THIRD: That on information and belief the Respondent is a 
New York corporation, existing by virtue of the laws of the 
State of New York. 

FOURTH: That as part of the regular operation of its 
business the Respondent maintains a recruiting and emp]oyment 
office in the City of New York through which it solicits and 
hires personnel for employment in connection with the operation 
of Respondent's business both in this country, in Saudi Arabia 
and in other foreign countries, 

FIFTH: That in the May 24, 1956 issue of the publication 
known as Engineering News-Record, published in the City of 
New York and distributed throughout the City of Mew York and 
the State of New York as well as throughout the United States, 
Respondent caused to be inserted helpewanted advertisements 
inviting applicants to epply at Kespondent's employment and 
recruiting offices located at 505 Park Avenue, New York City, 
for positions with Respondent for work on Respondent's projects 
situated in New York as well as in other parts o: the United 
States and in vsrious foreign countries, ‘These advertisements, 
annexed hereto as Exhibits A,-% and .C, invite application for 
employment as industrial, chemical, mechanical, electrical 


and automotive engineers and mechanical equipment specialists. 


wi Fw 
SIXTH: That, although thes? advertisements contain no 


explicit reference as to race or religion, on information and 
belief the Complainant charges that the Kespondent does in 

fact refuse to accept for employment for any position, including 
those advertised in Exhibits A, B and © annexed hereto, any 
applicants who sre of Jewish religious affiliation or ancestry. 

SEVENTH: That on informetion and belief, Respondent, in 
the course of interviewing and selecting applicants for em- 
ployment, by direct questioning and otherwise attempts to 
determine whether such applicants are Seis 

EIGHTH: That by such inquiries and by direct and indirect 
specifications of the applicants! religious affiliations, 
Respondent has engaged in and is cngaging in unlawful employment 
practices as defined by Sec. 296 (1) (c) o: the Bxeeutive Law 
of the State of New York, 

NINTH: That by this restricting employment for religious 
reasons, by refusing to hire or employ Jewish versonnel, 
Respondent has engeecd in and is engaging in unlawful employ- 
ment nractices as defined by Sec. 296 (1) (a) of the Executive 
Law of the State of “ew York. 

TENTH: That no action, criminal or civil, based upon 
the grievances set forth herein has been commenced by the 
Complainant. 

WHEREFORE, the Complainant requests thet the State Commis- 
sion Ageinst Discrimination make investigation of the foregoing 
Complaint and teke such other und furth r ..ction us is provided 


by Sec. 295 of the sxecutive Law of the State of “ew York. 
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After the filine of the compluint, the Chairman of the Commission 
designated me as the investigating commissioner to direct un investigation 
into the allegations of the complaint. Pursuant to ‘ection 297 of the Law 
Against Discrimination, an investigation ot this complaint has been made. - 

Much of the basic information 2s to sersonnel priuctices, hiring 
nolicy and puttern of cmnloyment his been assenbled in prior cases und has 
not substantially chunged. (Tyler vs. Arabian Americ: n Oi] Jompany, (Case 
No, C-2405=49) 3 Daytree vs. International Plucement Agency, (Case No. 
U-2438=55); Daytree vs, Arabian Americiun O41 Company, (Case “o. C-2451-50) ; 
Shude vs, Arabian Americen O11 Company, (C.se No. C+3171-52). 

Respondent Arabian Amerisen O11 Company is incorporated in the 
State of Delaware and is duly authorized to do business in the State of 
New York, Respondent "conducts oil producing un? refining, transporting 
and shipping opsrations within the sovereign state of Saudi Arabia under 
an agreement...whereby in exchange of exclusive rights to explore, drill, 
produce, transport and export oil in « definite areca, Aramco, the respond- 
ent, shares equally with the Saudi Arabian government the protits from the 
enterprise." Although n American corporation, the locus of its total 
operation is Saudi Arabia and in ell] respects the operation is governed 
by the laws, decrees, and rulings. cf the King of 4rubia, Tbn Saud, absolute 
ruler of that kingdom and his succcssor, Kine Saud. 

Personnel for this cnterprise is largely recruited at the offices 
of the respondent in the City of New York, «lthough there hés been some 
recruitment and assignment oi personnci to the offices nt the Harue. By 
letter dated October 9, 1956, counsel tor respondent informed me, in part, 


as follows: 


oS we 


"The New York Office has no operating missions It functions only 
as « service organizution for the Saudi Arabian operations, 


"In its function as a service organization, the principal activities 
of the New York Office include liajson with the United States 
Government, recruiting of American personnel for work in Saudi 

Arabia, and administrative «nd medical services for such personnel, 

purchasing of equipment and technical services which cannot be 

procured abroad, and related engincering, accounting, transporta- 
tion, communications, financial and legal activities." 

The agreement between the Saudi Arabian government and respondent 
company provides that respondent shall screen ind sclect applicants to be 
employed in Saudi Arabia in conformity with Saudi-Arabien law. The ree 
cruitment method and proccdures utilized by respondent have been based on 
this agreement. 

Because of unsettled conditions in the Middle Hest, some of the 
top administrative offices of respondent have heen moved to Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia. At Dharhan, by agreement with the Saudi Arabin fovernment, the 
United States maintains an airfield and ise. 

The complainant, in a brief filed with the Commission contends 
that as a membership corpor:tion duly organized under the laws of the State 
of New York, it has the right to file the inst:nt complaint as a person 
claiming to be aggricved by unicwful ciscriminstory practices, Respondent, 
although not submitting a brief, denies that the Luw accords the complain- 


ant this right. 


Section 297 oi the Law Against Discrimination provides in part: 
"Any person claiming to be aggrieved by an unlawful discrimina- 
tory practice may, by himself or his attorney-at—law, make, sign 
and file with the commission « verified compleint in writing which 
shall state the name and «.ddress of the person, employer, lubor 
organization or employment agency ullegcd to have committed the 
unlawful discriminatory practice compl:ine: of und which shall set 
forth the perticulurs thercof and cont: in such other information 
as may be required by the commission. The industrial commissioner 
or cttorney-general may, in like minner, make, sign and .ile such 
complaint." 
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The guestion of complainant being « person claiming to be aggrieved 
was presented in American Jowish Congress vs. John Warren Hill, Presid 
Justice of the Domestic Relations Court of the Cit of New York, ct al 
(Case No. C-3734-55). There, Commissioner J. Edward Conway held th:.t with 
respect to a charge of unlawful discriminatory practice falling under 
Section 296.1 (a) of the Law, complainant herein was not a person claiming 
to be aggrieved, but as to a cherge falling under Section 296.1 (c) of the 
Law, complainant was a person claiming to be aggrieved, I concur with the 
reasoning of Commissioner Conway in the Hill case. 

In the instant exse, compleinent alleges both types of charges, 
i.e. complainant charges thet by refusing to hire or employ Jewish personnel 
respondent engages in unltuwful discriminatory practices in violstion of 
Section 296.1 (a) of the Law; and complainant further charges thet, in 
the course of interviewing and selecting applicants for vemployment, respond=- 
ent directly and indirectly makes inquiries and spécificutions us to the 
religious faith of applicants and thus violates Section 296.1 (c) of the 
Law. 

IT hold that, with respect to its chargo uncer Section 296.1 (a) 
of tho Law, complainant is not a person claiming to be aggrieved. If the 
complainant, American Jewish Congress, of its own krowledge knows of an= 
plicants for omployment who have been refused employment by respondent by 
reason of their religion, then recoursco might be had to the filing of veri- 
fied complaints by these incividuals as provided for under the Law. 

With respect to its charge urder Section 296.1 of the Law, I hold 
thet complainant is « person claiming to be «ppricved = unlawful discrimina- 
tory practices and thet this portion of the complaint may be entertained by 
the Commission. This ruling is in accord with prior rulings of the Commis- 
sion starting in 1946 with American Jewish Congress vs, American Lumberman's 
Cagualty Company of Illinois (Casc No. 1189-45). 


a he 

In support of its charge of violation of Section 296.1 (c), the 
complainant has submitted advertising clippings which respondent has had 
inserted in the May 24, 1956 issue of the publication known as Engineering 


News-Record: 


"AUTOMOTIVE *NGINEER 
Foreign imployment 
Recent graduate with limited or no experience, 
For company's training program in Saudi Arabia, 
Salary commensurate with education and experi- 
ence. Write outlining personal history and 
work experience, 

Recruiting Supervisor, Box 137 

ARA3SIAN AMERICAN OIL COMPANY 

505 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y." 


"MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT SPECIALIST 

Graduate Mechanical Engineer with a minimum of 

7 years experience in the selection, design, 
operation and maintenance of heavy industrial 
mechanical equipment. This includes Diesel 
engines, compressors, pumps, turbines, and other 
related machinery for oil refinory, power plants 
and oil producing facilities. Good industrial 
contacts required for New York Engineering Depart— 
ment, but job requires ocensional truvel to Europe 
and Middle Kast. 


Salary commensurate with experience and training. 
Liberal benefit program, write outlining personal 
history anc work experience. 


Recruiting Supervisor, Box 112 
ARABIAN AMERICAN OTL COMPANY 
505 Park Avenue 

New York 22, N.Y." 


Section 296.1 (c) of the Law Agcinst Discrimination reads :s follows: 


"It shall be an unlawful discriminatory practice ior any employer 

or employment agency to print or circulate or cnxuse to be printed 

or circulated any statement, advertisement or publication, or to 

use any form of application for employment or to muke any inquiry 

in connection with prospective employment, which expresses, directly 
or indirectly, any limitation, specific: tion or discrimination as 

to race, creed, color or netional origin, or any intent to make 

any such limitation, specification or discrimination, unless based 
upon a bona fide occupational qualificction." 
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Such procedure would appear to be contrary to the provisions of 
the New York Law Against Discrimination and the rulings of the Commission. 
Selection of personnel by this method under ordinary circumstances would 
not be countenanced by the Commission “nd could only be pursued by a ruling 
granting the prospective employer ~ bona fide occupational qualification. 

In this case respondent maint:ins thet the employment procedure is dictated 
by extraordinary circumstances over which it has little control. Respondent's 
argument revolves around the uniquc position in which it finds itself in its 
operations in Saudi Arabia. The right to determine whom it shall admit for 
work, for pleasure, for trawl is the prerogative of a sovereign state. 
Saudi Arabia has chosen to assert this right by strict rule and regulation 
and decree thet no Jew shall be permitted to reside, travel, work within 

the territorial limfts of that strte. To give this decree its maximum ef- 
fectiveness, it has been required o: respondent th:.t in the exploitation of 
the petroleum resources of Saud4 Arabjc it shall carry out this policy in 
the recruitment of its personnel as one of the essenticl terms of agreement. 
This agreement is in the form of an unwritten understanding which respond= 
ent deems to be binding on its operations. [failure to fulfill the obliga-= 
tion of this agreement, according to the respondent, would constitute 
serious breach of the contract and threaten the future of the whole « ntev- 
prise and, thereby, cndanger the oil supply upon which the economy of Europe 
and a significcnt portion of the world depends. 

It is the position o/ thc complainant, the American Jewish Congress, 
that the laws, decrees, rulings of the Saudi Arabian covernment cannot be 
permitted to extend to the State of New York «nd : ee so blatantly 
contrary to the rulings of the State Commission csc to pre-employment in- 


quiries must not be tolersted by the Commission Agi-inst Discrimination, 


is 20 & 


The Commission Against Discrimination was first confronted with this 
question on February 17, 1950 in a complaint filed by an individual against 
the same respondent in which he charged respondent with making an inquiry in 
connection with prospective employment which pertained to his place of birth 
and religion, in violation of the Law Against Discrimination. (Daytree vs. 
Arabian American Oil Company, Case No. C-?451-50). The interrogation in 
question was on the employment questionnaire form and at the instance of the 
investigating conmissioner this and other improper interrogations were elimin- 
ated from the form by the respondent. The visa application and the question- 
naire of respondent are filled out approximately at the same time by the ap- 
plicant for employment. Because a Jewish person cannot enter Saudi Arabia, 
respondent's screening operation is designed to ascertain the religious faith 
of the applicant since a rerson of the Jewish faith cannot receive an entry 
visa. Respondent has maintained that every attempt is mace to avoid the 
direct question, but if deemed necessary resort would be had to direct inter- 
rogation. 

The right of respondent to ascertain the religious faith of the ap- 
plicant by interrogation as to relizion was resolved by resolution of the 
Commission, which voted in 1950 to grant to the respondent a bona fide occupa- 
tional qualification which served to permit respondent to make the inquiries 
in question. 

The action of the Commission in granting the respondent a bona fide 
occupational qualification came after certain informal intimations from the 
United States Department of State to the effect that relationships between 
the United States and Saudi Arabia were in a delicate balance and nerotiations 
were at that time in proeress between the United Stutes and Saudi Arabia which 
were of tremendous import to the peace and stability of the Middle Kast and by 


implication that any assault on the terms of the agreement between Saudi 


Arabia and the respondent might affect these negotiations. 
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The primary objective of the present compl:int is the abrogntion 
of this resolution and the withdrawal of the bona fide occupational qucli- 
ficction granted by the Commission. Jt is the position of the compleinant 
that if there appecred to be justification for this auction of the Commission 
in 1950, which the complainant vigorously denies, the justification no longer 
exists sinco our government, in - resolution uncnimously adopted by the 
Sensto, has reaffirmed an historic policy of cquality of trestment of 2]] 
its citizens. The Senntc resolution, c:lled the Lehman Resolution, is herein 
quoted: 


"“Whercas the protection of the intcgrity of United Stxtes 
citizenship «nd of the proper rights of United St: tes 
citizens in their pursuit of lawful trade, travel, and 
other activitics cbroad is a principle of Mnited 
States sovereignty; and 

“hcreas it is a primary principle of our Section thet there 
shall be no distinction among iinited States citizens 
based on their individual religious :.ffilintions ‘ind 
since any attempt by forcign nitions to create such 
distinctions cmong our citizens in th. srenting of 
personal or conmmere*nl ¢ccess or eny othur rights 
otherwise available to United St: tes citizens generally 
is consistent with our principles; Now, therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, thnt it is the sense of the Senate that it 
reg.rds any such distinctions directed agiinst United 
Stetes citizens .s incompetible with the relations that 
should exist omong friendly nations, and thet in -11 
negotictions between the United States’ snd any 
foreign state cvery reasonable effort should be mede 
to maintain this principle." 


The problem of American-Saudi Arabian relationship hes been « vexae 
tious oné assuming increasingly portentous aspects by reason of the ;reat 
petroleum resources of the Arabian peninsula cnd their Teatenae to the 
economy of Europe. Whit the stakes of diplomacy in the Middle Mast are 
might be gauged by the fact tht the United Status ues able, after prolonged 
negotintions, td establish ¢ great air buse at Dh:.hrin, Saudi Arabia, as a 


vital link in the are of d:fense of th: freo world. These negotictions 


on TD 
were carried on le«rgely by the St:.te Depertment :n? Ming Tbn Srud, absolute 
ruler of Seudi Arabia und his sucevssor, whom the Secretary of St: te his 
described as "the anchor" of our Middle E:stern policy. (New York 
Herald Tribyne, March 26, 1958, "Revolution in Ryadh" by Joseph «nd 
Stewart Alsop). 

Thero can be no question thet the Sen.te resolution was an ex- 

pression of the Amcrican ideal. This rasoluition wos in eccordince with 
the traditions of our country. It is not, however, « rcepudintion of this 
principle if its nttninment cennot be immedi: tely realized. The Depart- 
ment of Stata hs not been unmindful of the contradictions which hi.vc ex- 
isted in the practicel application of this principle. Directing his at- 
tention to the problem herein presented, Johr “oster Dulles, Seerctary of 
State, in a letter, datcd August 14, 1956, nddressed to Mr. Philip M. 
Klutznick, President of 3'nai 3'rith, 113-yeur old Jewish service orgeni- 
zation, stcted thet the rcsolution "...hes offered the Department of State 
the opportunity to continne its cfforts to inpress on the frab states the 
sentiments oi this country." ‘The Secretary of St te give assurrnce of 
"formal diplometic uction" in an cffort to curd the Arab nation's restric- 
tions on Anmcricean citizens o: thu Jewish faith, Jt cen be assumed thi.t the 
State Department is cognizant of the conditions which presently prevail. 
Despite its efforts, there his been no relexction of the restrictions inso- 
far es hes been ascertzined, The barricrs against the admission of Jews as 
members of the U.S. armed forces, as employees, as travelers on route to 
and through the arabian strtes have not been lifted, 


hal 
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I do not consider the situ tion treated by a former 
chairman of the Commicsion, Edward VY. Kdwards, in a letter to the 
Secretory of the Army as published in the 195° annul report of the 
Commission to be analogous to the instant case since there had been 
no intimation that the foreipn policy of the United States wos in 
any way affected. It should be noted that this letter, upon which 
the complainant in part relies, states that: 

",.ethis Commission has given thought to the 

desirebility of advising recruiting personnel 

and contractors doing government work in Arabian 

countries, that the necessity of obtaining a visa 

does not warrant pre-employment inquiries regard—- 

ing religion of applicants for emplovment nor 

justify avoidance of the New York labor market." 

The Commission did give conciderable thought to this matter as above 
stated, but that thinkine did not eventuate in any action to rescind 
the bona fide occupational qualification granted to the respondent. 

Before finally making a determin: tion in this matter, I 
have conferred in person with officials of the St»te Department at 
Washington, D.C. and have sought to ascertain the present relation- 
ship which exists between Saudi Arabia and our government. The 
answer has been that the situation in regard to the relationship 
between the United St«tes and Saudi Arabia which prompted the Com- 


mission's action in granting respondent a bona fide occupational 


qualification in 1950 has not appreciably changed. 
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By letter, dated September 23, 1957, the Assistant Secretary, Near 
East, South Asian and African Affairs of the United States Department of State 


advised me, in part, as follows: 


"Any finding by the Commission which would compel Aramco to 
employ persons of the Jewish faith in Saudi Arabia could 

hardly be made effective in view of the known attitude of the 
Saudi Government. Efforts by Aramco to implement such a 
finding would most certainly prejudice the Company's operations 
in that country and would probably adversely affect other nited 
States interests there as well. The Department has long been 
aware of the difficult problem presented by the reluctance of 
the Saudi Government to permit individuals of the Jewish faith, 
regardless of nationality, to enter Saudi Arabia. The Depart- 
ment has on appropriate casions made representations to the 
Saudi Government regarding this problem but continuing tensions 
in the area, largely resulting from the Arab-Israel conflict, 
have so far prevented any improvement in the Saudi attitude. 
This Government will continue to seek an improvement in this 
situation as opportunities to do so arise. In the meantime, 
any immediate change in current Saudi Arabian policies on this 
issue would not appear likely." 


Cognizant of the continuing efforts of the Unite! States Department of 
State, there appeared to be the possibility that a reasonable time mirht witness 
an easement of the tensions and, therefore, a change in the situntion in this 
troubled rea, Such a possibility I deem now to be remote in the light of a 
letter dated October 6, 1958 from Mr, William M. Rountree, Assistant Secretary 
of the United States Department of State. The letter reads: 


"With reference to your letter of September 30, 1958, there 
has been no change in the situation in Saudi Arabia as it 
was outlined to you in our letter of September 23, 1957. 


"You may be certain that we continue to be aware of the 
difficult problem presented by the reluctance of the 
Saudi Arabian Government to permit individuals of the 
Jewish faith, regardless of nationality, to enter Saudi 
Arabia. We will continue to follow this matter closely 
in the hope that opportunities may arise which would 
serve to bring about an improvement in the situation. No 
immediate change in the current policy o* the Saudi 
Arabian Government appears likely, however." 


i 


Under these circumstances, I am constrained to continue the bona 
fide occupational qualification accorded by the Commission to the respondent 
in 1950. I, therefore, grant respondent a bona fide occupational qualification 
under the conditions that interrogations as to relirion shall be confined to 
those whose employment requires an entry visa to Saudi Arabia or passage through 
countries en route which restrict visas on religious prounds. 

In view of the foregoing: 

i. The conplaint, insofar as it charges respondent with 
unlawful discriminatory practices under Section 296.1 (a) of the Law, is hereby 
dismissed on the ground that complainant is not a person claiming to be ag- 
grieved of such unlawful discriminatory practices; and 

2. The complaint, insofar as it charges respondent with unlawful 
discriminatory practices under Section 296.1 (c) of the Law, is hereby dismissed 
on the ground that respondent is entitled to a bona fide occupational qualifica- 
tion with respect to the inquiry as to religion made of applicants whose employ- 
ment requires an entry visa to Saudi Arabia or passage through countries en 
route which restrict visas on religious grounds, and I, therefore, find that no 
probable cause exists to credit the allegations of that portion of the complaint. 

However, in the exercise of my discretion, I am closing this case 
with the specific reservation that complainant may apply for reopening at any 
time upon sufficient evidence that the situation in regard to the relation- 
ship between the United States and Saudi Arabia, which prompted the pranting of 
a bona fide occupational qualification, has appreciably changed. 

In accordance with Rule 4 of the Rules Governing Practice and Proce- 
dure Before the State Commission Against Discrimination, the complainant has 


the right to apply to the Chairman of the Commission for a reconsideration of 


a 26 = 


this determination. If such application is made, it must be in writing, state 
specifically the rrounds upon which it is based, and mst be filed within 15 
days from the date of mailing of this notice of disposition in the office of 


the Commission where the complaint was previously filed. 


Dated: November 10, 1958 


timer A. Carter 
Investigating Commissioner 


To: American Jewish Congress, Complainant 
Commission on Law and Social Action 
15 East 84th Street 
New York 28, New York 
Attention: Mr. Shad Volier, Chairman 
Mr. Leo Pfeffer, Director 
Will Maslow, Esq., Counsel 


Arabian American Oil Company, Respondent 

505 Park Avenue 

New York 22, New York 

Attention: Thomas F. Barry, Ksq. 
Counsel 
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14th, November,1958 


Mr. William M. Rountree 
Assistant Secretary of State 
The State Department 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


VY 94} OF 


With reference to your communication of 6th,October,1958,ad-;~ 
dressed to Mr. Elmer A. Carter,Investigating Commissioner,New York »© 
State Commission Against Discrimination (hereinafter identified as 
SCAD) in which you are quoted as stating:- 

"We will continue to follow this matter closely in the hope” 

that opportunities may arise which would serve to bring about 
an improvement in the situation." 


peuin,: 


May I ask as an interested party,precisely what steps you 
are taking to improve a situation,as you euphemistically put it,in 
which millions of American citizens of Jewish origin are,in effect, 
disfranchised? 


I note that your letter of 6th,Oetober,1958,follows closely 
the text of your letter of 23rd,September,1957,and that neither com- 
munication discloses the slightest positive action taken by the State 
Department. 


ea 


If you are unwilling to undertake forthright action to end «-— 
this disgraceful "situation," or indeed complacently accepting it as | 
satisfactory from the point of view of the interests you are serving,’- 
I believe it is incumbent upon you as a responsible officer of the iB 
State Department to make your position clear in that respect. o 


It is my intention to pursue this matter across the floor of 
the United States Senate and not to desistgé in my efforts until this 
shameful comivance on the State Department's part is brought to book. 
Before asking Senator Javits to request an investigation of your con- 
duct in the SCAD matter,I would welcome your explanation and account. 


ya Pa 


J. B. Wallach % 
Maraging Director 
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Congress of the Anited States 


Wouse of Representatives 


@ashington, B.C. 


Dec. 1 


Mr. John Leahy 


1958 


Congressional Liaison 
State Dc partment 


Sirs 


The attached communication 


is sent for your consideration. 


Please investigate the statements 


contained therein and forward me 


the necessary information for re- 


ply, returning the enclosed corre- 


Spondence with your answer. 


Yours truly, 


Joe Holt 


364040 


Letter from Mrs. 
Kaufman, 3733 Meadville Dr., 
Sherman Oaks, Cal. 


M. Cs 


22nd, California 


Harry 


‘ 


ACTION 


is assigned to 
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Dear Mr. Holt 


i refer te communication of Dedember 1, 1956 
acknow by telephone on December 4, forwarding fox 
the Dep t's consideration a letter from Mra. Harry 
Kaufman of Sherman Oaks, quote 


Galifornia. Mrs. Kaufman 
from a press report stat that the New York State Com 
mission Against Dise nation hes recently upheld the 
Avabian American 611 Gompany in its re te hire 

ersones of Jewiah faith for service in Saudi Arabia. th 
Gani eaten — as one of the bases for its decision a 
letter from the Department of State —— out that an 
Pig ao) 4 SS Sucka se Pa Pig ge persons of Jewish faiti 
shat onatry wruld prepetise’ ee senpeng's aperaticus” 
a pre ee company's ons 
Gaited states in 7 os ig A a 


report; abd satan coe pant of | ° 
x am, eneces wavered omer of a Depart 
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r ara 





operating ‘* hat sountyy'e 
alabion: witn regard to the entry residence there 
pe: the personne). 
We reciate your Mee, Kaufman's letter 
to ‘our atvontion, 


requested. If we poh sa be of ing it to you as you. 
r ou 
requested. if we, an be. of any furth re 


Sineerely yours, 





ais Ponte AM. 
- 10 Oe 
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MURRAY HILL 6-7134 NEW YORK, CALIFORNIA a 
AND CHICAGO 
MERCHANT'S NEWS LETTER 8. 
mn) 3 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE = ‘ 
A lg’ 
to 4th, December,1958 re 
J & 
Mr. William M. Rountree ae ¥ PY 
Assistant Secretary of State ao 2 
Washington, D. LC. =o | 
ey. cfu o 
Dear Mr. Rountree: we! : 4 
Thank you for your letter 25th,November,195@ in which pers 


inform me that the Department of State regards an unwarrantable and in- 
supportable insult to United States citizens of Jewish faith with mere 


regret. 


It may be an inherent right of other nations to impose 
restrictions on the entry of persons from other lands but when such res- 
trictions constitute an affront,do you agree that counter measures are in 
order,indeed,dictated by self-respect? 


weZL/1Lat 


” 


The capability of the United States Government to press 
etfectively for the withdrawal of such restrictions,and appropriate apolo- 
gy to the injured parties,would be taoke = strengthened if the offending 
governments sensed our reaction woul e supine. 


Perfaps you can explain the Arab point of view,with which 
you appear sympathetic in any case,to the end that their regulations are &» 
Mot intended to discriminate against the citizens of any particular country." 
If I may personify the outraged in this/stance. I am a citizen of a particu- 
ler country. I am discriminated against. 


Sophistry is never a very tenable defense. In this instance 
it is ridiculous. A century ago,we proclaimed to the Tripolitan pirates our 
refusal to pay tribute. What has happenéd since to make us indifferent to oil 
stains on our sacred national honor? Is this a crime of diplomatic collusion? 


How can you honestly maintain that you seek opportunities 
to correct a situation which you long have accepted,even defended? As for al- 
leviating "underlying tensions? what has that to do with the denial of py 
vested right as a citizen? I am not responsible for, tensions and I am in no 
manner culpable. 


I have requested certain material of Senator Jacob K. Javits. 
and I have invited him to make personal representations to you in my behalf. 
I have reason to believe that he will take that course. If necessary,the is- 
sue will be given a thorough airing in the Senate. =a 
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Mr. Rountree - 2 


If your reference to "vital interests" denotes oil fields, 
IT would like to put into this preliminary phase of the record the fact that 
I am stock-holder in several oil companies. All or nearly all are actively 
engaged in the Middle East. 


I consider my material interests hardly germane to the ts- 
sue. When we as a nation pursue dollar diplomacy to the exclusion of the 
principles by which we live,we can expect to earn the just cortempt of 
other nations of the world. 


Do you pretend to believe that our interests are best served 
by a willing disfranchisement of our citizens in order to gain sufferance? 
When has any nation gained anything but infamy by lecking the courage and 
determination to meet such challenges with resolute actions? 


I should like finally to make one matter clear. I am not a 
citizen of Israel. I have no interests whatever in Israel. I do not espouse 


or support Israwl causes or projects. I have no connections,however remote, 
in Israel. 


Yet you,as an officer of the State Department,seem willing 
to have certain Arab countries exercise their "sovereign" right to treat me 
precisely like a citizen of Israel. 


I submit that such an attitude and policy is unendurable. 


Until this "damned spot" is expunged,I will not rest in my 
endeavors. I cannot fully understand how you,or your department,can fail to 
feel as I do,or how you can fail to take whatever retaliatory measures as 
may be required to end this grave injustice. 





// 
by 
Yj fp 
Jacob B. Wallach 
Managing Director 


Copy to Senator Jacob K. Javits 
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30th, December ,1958 


Honorable William M. Rountree 
Asststant Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Sir: 


In your absence in the Near East Mr. Parker T. Hart of your staff was 
kind enough to advise me that the exclusion of Americans of Jewish faith 
from entry into certain countries in the Arab bloc continues to be a mat- 
ter of concern to the State Department. I also was reassured by Mr. Hart 
that the department is not sympathetic with such regulations. 


While it is comforting to know that Americans,reduced to the status of 
second class citizens by the compliance of the State Department,are favor- 
ed by your concern and sympathy,it would be far more gratifying to learn 
of what actions or counteractions it is your intention and purpose to in- 
{tiate to remove this slur and redress this insult. 


On your recent visit to certain Arab countries,you evidently had the 
opportunity to learn at first hand that the supine position taken by the 
department in this matter has simply earned the contempt of'the nationals 
you have endeavored to appease. Judging by press reports,and other intel- 
ligence available to me,your reception was comparable to that of Mr. Nixon 
when he undertook a similar "good-will" mission. 


It would seem that the Arabs have made it clear that they feel safe in 
trading upon our over-riding concern in oil,and wholly disregarding the 
rights of our own nationals. They have assumed,not without justification, 
that our State Department is willing and ready to sacrifice our self-res- 
pect and a large body of our citizens on the altar of @il tribute. 


To the end that you lend the offices of your department to this dis- 
graceful ransom payment,you are conducting the affairs of the department 
in a matter which the disfrancWiised are warranted in regarding as treason- 
able to their constitutional rights. Moreover you are barkrupting our pres- 
tige as a people and a nation. If the department's successive failures in 
the Near East are not deterrents,perhaps direct legislative action is the 
only alternative. 


? 


I still would like to learn what explanation you can offer other than 


unprincipled expediency. (7 
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Dear Mr. |-allachs 


I have for reply your letter of December 30 to 
My. Rountree. 


we assure you thet the protection of the rights of 
Anerican citisens abroad is a matter of continuing and 
gemcine concern to us. We remain prepared, as we have 
done in the past, to discuss with members of the Conrress 
the various aspects of the difficult problem which has 
been the subject of your letters. 


Sincerely yours, 


Director 3 
Office of Near Eastern Affains, 


Mr. J. B. Wallach, 
Managing Director, 
Retail News Bureau, 
232 Madison Aveme, 
New York 16, New ‘ork. 


Concurrence? 
H- 
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&th, January ,1959 
The Hon. William M. Rountree 


Assistant Secrefary of State are 


Department of State Lh 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Rountree: 


I received today an acknowledgment by Mr. Stuart Rockwell 
of my letter of December 30 to you. Mr. Rockwell's letter follows the "line" 
adopted by your department of giving assurances that Arab exclusion of Jews 
"is a matter of continuing and genuine concern," but omitting to specify any 
positive actions you have considered appropriate to redress this grievous 
wrong. In the circumstances,it would be hardly surprising to you,I feel sure, 
to discover that your good faith was in serious question and your true sympa- 
thies a matterhof conjecture. 


Senator Javits has remarked to me the inconsistency of U.S. 
firms paying taxes which,in part,defray the cost of aid to Jordan,a nation 
that presently digcriminates against such firms if their principals or repre- 
sentatives are of the Jewish faith. I have called the Senator's attention to 
the even greater inconsistency of Americans of the Jewish faith paying individ- 
ual income taxes to the same end. I have also reminded Senator Javits that 
millions of his constituents might properly refuse to pay such taxes until 
raised to equality of citizenship. 


Perhaps it will require a mass protest of this character to 
focus national attention on an intolerable insult and a grievous injustice.It 
would appear that you have discussed this "difficult problem" at sufficient 
length with "members of the Congress" to be in a position to formulate a poli- 
cy vis-a-vis the Arab offenders calculated to overcome their intransigeance. 
As of this date,you have failed to disclose any real attempt to end this in- 
famous situation. 


compliance is fixed;that you have no sincere intention preserving the 
rights of millions of American citizens;that you are coffttent to sacrifice our 
national honor in the interests of those you prefer to serve. Your supine ac- 
ceptance of humiliation must rattle the very hones of Patrick Henry. Of course 
thst patriot,if alive and in the State Department today,would have to edit 

his phrase to,Give me oil or give me death. Mr. Rountree,I'm sure after your 
reception in Arabia, that you have a recipe for exg/stains. But what do you do 


about oil stains? 
Ae 2B Coa 
Fo 


I must assume therefore that your poli oy of appeasement and 


Jacob B. Wallach 
Managing Director 
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doer T. Kart 
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We do not under any circunstanoes condane regulations of tiis 
type. We do not, et the seme time, believe thet any change is likely 
to ogcur through ectiong o: our part of e dramatic nature, which 
held little ‘iope of effective suceess and which nigit adversely af oec. 
vitel United States interests in an izportant area of the vorld. 


Sincerely yours, 


william M, iiountres 
Assistant Secretary 


NEA:NE: DDN ewsom:as 
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December 2, iyot 
Neer .2'. val lech 


27 ‘le abeanoe of oie Hountvea, wo cumrentl; te on e trip 
to the Haar Part, i an relying to jour letter of Denenbear L, 


he regret very ich that you may Newe inferred from br. Yountree's 
letter any. Tank ef concesm on the pert of the Departaent of tate rt 
Yewetrictione agminet the entry of persone of Jowigh faith into 
eortain countries of the Near fact, I can sewcre you ‘hat thie has 
been a nutter of zeruine ooncern te the Devartomnt,. 


You asy aloo be certain that the Depart«ent, o7 potting various 
Slancrts ef the situation, in no wa seeks to defend or te indicate 
any aympathy for regiletions of thie nrture. 

We have on cereral oceagions disucesed this ureblem with members 


of Genres, and we ame, of courses, available to then at ary time 
fer further eonsul tation. 


Mnoarely yours, 


Paxwer T. Hart 
Acting Agsistant Secretary 
Near Rastern ard South Aotan 2ffairs 
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FROM American Embassy, ADDIS ABABA 
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TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. WASHINGTON. February 2, 1959 
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SUBJECT Smuggling of African Muslims into Saudi Arabia 


The following paid notice concerning the smuggling of African Muslims into 
Saudi Arabia appeared in two newspapers of Addis Ababa, The Ethiopian Herald, an 


English-Language daily, and L'Ethiopie d'Aujourd'hui, the French-language weekly, 
durinz the week of January 23 - 30, 1959: 


"Notice 


"The Embassy of the Saudi Arabian Kingdom in Addis Ababa calls the 
attention to the following notice: 


"The authorities concerned in the Saudi Arabian Kingdom have 
noticed with serious concern the movement of smuggling the Takrouris 
(Nigerians and other Mohammedans from West and Equatorial Africa) 
carried out by shipowners who sail them from the coasts of Sudan and 
disembark them in uninhabited islands and in isolated places of the 


Kingdom where many of them face death by drowning, thirst, or by wild 
animals. 


00 
O 
0) 
> 
00 
~s 
N 
' 
N 
Ol 
C0) 


"In view of this, these authorities have taken the necessary 
measures to tighten the control on these illegal activities of sme- 
gling, and have already arrested a number of these smugglers. Accord- 
ing to the law and the new governmental firm measures, these smugglers 
were put in prison, some for five years and the others for ten years. 
In addition, the means of transportation, as well as their properties 
and assets were confiscated. 


"The coast patrol of the Saudi Arabian Kingdom is keen to make 
these announcements to remind and warn the smugglers that any attempt 
of smuggling will be revealed and those who commit, whether the crew, 
their assistants and the shipowner will receive the severest punish- 
ment. The 'Takrouris' will be turned back to their original place and 
will not be allowed to enter the Kingdom at all." 


SWOQ 


Copies to: 


Asmara, Jidda, Lagos, 
Khartoum, Accra. 
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q y The action office must return this permanent record copy to RM/R files with an endorsement of action taken. 
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February em 


Sear Senater Javits: 


I have had a series of exchanges of correspondence with on: 
of your constituents, Mr. Jacob B. Wallach, . Direetor 
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United States Senate. 
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RMR TO: Secretary of State 4 ai 
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E = 
SCA SENT JIDDA NIACT 414, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 4 
PPT Ww aad 
vo Secretary to Governor Eastern Province notified Consul 
A May 2 that pursuant instructions Foreign Office Amirate 
PER no longer permitted issue exit-reentry visas Diplomatic 
OPR and Special Passports. All such services in future 
OGS handled by Foreign Office Jidda. When questioned about Co 
IRC short time visitors Secretary said CONGEN must refer to (0 
DCL Foreign Office. . 
ICA CONGEN local employee sent immediately to Amirate to obtain . 
US TA letter number Foreign Office instruction for reference and Oo 
CIA try process three emergency passports. Passport official par 
OSD refused both. ~ 
ARMY O1 
NAVY While change exit-reentry visa practice will work initial i 
AIR hardship on personnel permanently stationed Dhahran modus N 
viveni can be arranged. Problem of visiting USG personnel Ol 
with short stops Dhahran and tight schedules impossible if © 
passports must go Jidda for visa services. CONGEN would 
appreciate any information Embassy can obtain about change 
in visa practice. — 
Meanwhile Thomas A. Conniff, Diplomatic Passport No. 11112 
issued Washington May 1, 1957 now ready travel Nicosia 
needs exit permit. Can Embassy obtain Foreign Office 
authorization for Amirate issue exit visa. Failing this 
Conniff must return Jidda. Two CONGEN members with reserv- 
ations and travel plans complete for departure 6 May 
caught in closure need exit-reentry permits: Elroy B. ‘ 
Olson, Special Passport 66298 issued Washington 28 July 1955 fal wa 
ies sy " \> 
UNLES® “ deisesec 
__OFFICIAL USE ONLY eg Sl Ac 
PERMANENT 


RECORD COPY « This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notation of action takene 


OFF’. TAL USE ONLY 


-2- 611, May 2, 4 p.m, frum Dhahran 
and Mrs. Juan F. Ols>mn Special Passport 172247 issued 
Washington 10 September 1958. 


Embassy should netify John D. Smith now in Jidda and due 
Dharan 3 May he needs exit visa before arrival here. 
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NEA FROM: Jidda 5:07 a.m. fo ‘ 
Info 
TO: Secretary of State 
INR 
O NO: 920, May 3, 1 p.m. 
E 
SCA 
Fre SENT NIACT DHAHRAN 477, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 920. 
Vo 
A Reference CONTEL 414. 00) 
PER UC 
OPR Embassy today obtained agreement Ministry Foreign Affairs O) 
OGS request Prince Faisal telegraphically send instructions al 
IRC Amirate issue exit permits Conniff and two Olsons. Ministry - 
DCL suggested CONGEN consider sending passports to Jidda by air 00 
because likely Faisal's instructions might not reach Amirate _ 
ICA in time issue exit permits for departure May 6. Embassy a 
USIA inclined concur. Might be possible send passports via O1 
CIA regular Air Force flight May 4 and have Embassy secure exit : 
OSD | permits and return on May 5 flight. cs 
A RMY 
NAVY Embassy making separate approach on probiem future issuance as 
AIR exit permits for holdgrs diplomatic and special passports 
transiting Dhahran. 
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June 1, 1959 


Wnited Hlates Henate 
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Department of State Bo f 
Washington, D. C. se 
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FROM AND TYPE OF DOCUMENT | DATE DUE 
DATE REC'D 


Javits, Jacob: O/i/s9 


DATE | FILED | 


6/1 | | 
UBJECT 


Arabian Oil Co. nd ithe omphament poloiy. 
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DATE DATE | eA E 








ANSWERED | - NO REPLY NECESSARY 





\ 
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Dear Senator Javits: 


ZI heve your of June 1 forwarding a letter 
ne SI SRE. ve ae Sees ‘ 
American Jewish ws against the Arabian ean Oi)  t 


The % understands that this case is currently 
under in the courts ef the State of New York. 
Gommant by the Department ueder euch cireunstances on the 
edbstenee of this ease would not, therefore, be appropriate. 


The letter referred te by Me. Weismuerd was sent by the 
Department in to 0 series of questions fren the New York = + 


make any recommadations to the Gemmittes ner any comments 
on the situation in Now York Gtate. ‘The letter was concerned 
solely vith the Departasnt's wderstanding ef the pelicies and 
practices of Saudi Arabia. A copy ia attached. 


~chae” 








Soe LURE 
Ea Latter Mr. Wi 
ast Garber, ba 





ey 23, 1957. 
#2, From Mr. Weisburd. - 


marine 48 i g 4959 AM. 


6/5/59 J 


UN 9 Woe 





RM/R - FILE 


6/19 


TO: RM/R - FOR FILING 


f 






THROUGH : — DSmMak 


In view of Mr. Rountree's 
action on previous letters from 
Mr. Wallach, we are assuming that 
he does not wish to reply to this 
one. Although this one is 
directed to Mr. Dillon, you wil] 
note that Mr. Dillon has not had 

any previous correspondence with 
Mr. Wallach. We are assuming 
that the use of Mr. Dillon's 

name was in error. 


NVA :NE Pu ewson 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


June 17, 1959 





Attached is a letter to the Acting Secretary 
from Mr. Wallach which Mr. Newsom sent here to 
find if there had been any previous letter. 

There is no record in S/S or U of any correspon- 
dence this year between Mr. Wallach and Mr. Dillon. 


In preparing a reply for Mr. Rountree's 
signature, Mr. Newsom may wish to indicate that 
Mr. Dillon has not received any letter from 


Mr. Wallach. 


T. A. Cassilly 
S$/S-RO 
Ext. 5261 








Attachment : 


Ltr. to Mr. Didlon Frm Mr. Wallach dated 
June 3, 1959. 





DEPARTMENT OF S'PA'LE 


DIVISION OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT 





Please mark this paper "File" (with 
the date, office symbol and initials) if 
action has been completed, and return to 
RM/R. This is required under Section 
183.2%, Manual of Regulations and Proce- 
dures, December 7, 1956. 


Thank you. 
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MURRAY HILL 6-7134 * 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE 


The Hon. Douglas Dillon 
Assistant Secretary of State 
The State Department 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Secretary Dillon: 
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Despite the discourtesy of your failure to re- 


crimination against Americans of Jewish faith,and yéur department's 


( 
ply to a previous communication from me on the subject of Arab dis- __ 
QO 

i 


disgraceful record of complaisance,I am writing to inform you that I 
have requested Senator Javits to initiate an inquiry into the depart- an 


ment for evidence of conflicts of interest. 


Senator Javits was kind enough to brief me on 


his representations with respect to the recently consummated treaties 
with Muscat and Oman. He also indicated that he was making continuing 


efforts to correct the "deficiencies" in our "arrangement" with Saudi 
Arabia. Naturally,his undertakings only can be regarded as even more 


deficient than the so-called arrangement. 


It is significant that pressure brought to bear 
on Muscat and Oman is conspicuously absent from our relations with 
more puissant and more oil-ridden Arab neighbors of those miniscule 
countries. Is it because we have one code of ethics where material 
considerations are high,send another where we can "afford® to act in a 


principled manner? 


I have warned Senator Javits that any attempt on 
his part to defend or support or alibi the reprehengible: remem of the 
State Department in this shameful chapter of American diplomacy will be ., 
deemed by his constituents in this community as a defehse of duplicity. al 


Your own silen¢e-in the face of the protests 
given voice could only be deemed the silenea ¢ 







J. B. Wallach 
Managing Director 
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\ November 26 ~TOmRN 


“Sig 


Deac lire Wallaec!.: 


i have your letter of November 14 referring to my letter of 
October 6 to Mr. Elmer A. Carter of the New York State Commigsio:: 
Against Diseriminatior end to the reneral probler of the restric- 
tions against the entry of persons of the Jewist faith which exist 
in certain Arab countries. 


I asaure you tiat we also regard vestrictiorns of this kind 
against United States citizens of any faith or race with very deep 
regret. The restrietions which now exist in certain parts of the 
hear East arise from religious traditions and have been most 
recently stimulated by the tenaions emanating from the events 
surrounding the establishment of the state of Israel. The impositic:: 
of restrictions on the entry of pergons fram other lands is, as 
you know, @ recognised right of a sovereign nation. The capability; 
of any foreign government to press effectively tor changes in the 
regulations in question, particularly under present circumstances 
in the Near East, isa limited. 


Nevertieless, tie Department has on ea number of ocecasions 
reised with Areb governments involved the very serious view this 
country takes of regulations which appear to discrininate against 
United States citizens on a besis of race or creed. In same ceases, 
the Department hae made progress in individual cases. In otler 
cases the Arab governments heve stated thet their regulations are 
in their eyes a necessity arising from the tensions of the Arab- 
Isreel conflict, and are not intended to discriminate against tle 
citisens of any particular somtry. 


we continue to seek theee opportunities when we can, under 
circunstences likely to be effective, make know to these goverr— 
ments the strong disapproval of the United States of sush regulations. 
At the same tine we seek constently, both direotly and through the 
United Nationa, to ‘find mesns of alleviating the tensions thenselves 
which lie at thé base of this present problem. 


We do. . 


232 Madison Avenue, 
New York 16, New York. 
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We do not under any circunstances condone regulations of tis 
type. We do not, at the same time, believe that any change is likely, 
to ocour through actions on our part of a drematic nature, wich 
hold little hope of effective success and which might adversely aflect 
vitel United States interests in an important area of the world. 


Sineerely yours, 


Williem M. hountree 
Assistant Secretary 


NEA:NE:DDNewsom:as 
11/21/58 


By IY ger ye 


February } } 1959 
Dear Senator Javits: 
i have hed « series of ef correspondence with one 
ef your constituents, Mr. J Director, 
Ketat] News Bureau, Rew probles of 


has on a maber of oceasions referred te you, and {n his zost 
recent commutication has indicated that he has requested that 
you take certein ection, i am taking the l*berty of trane‘tt'ng 
herew'th a eepy ef the file. 


in commumicetions to Mr. Wallech we have endeavored to 


hare, 
the pest te discuss such subjects and < hope that yeu will 
eentiame te feel free te ask me to come to you at any tire you 
may wish te pureus then. 
Wsth k'_nd personal regards, 
Stneerely, 
W411¢4em K. Rowntree 
knolosure: Asstatant Secretary 
Copy of file on 
with 
Hr. . 


Honoreble 
Jacob K. Javits, 
Un¢ted States Senate. 


WEA: WRountree:ajh 2/10/59 q- 


October 6, 1958 


Dear Mr. Carter: 


With reference to your letter of September 30, 1958, there 
has been no change in the situation in Saudi Arabia as it was 
outlined to you in our letter of September 23, 1957. 


You may be certain that we continue to be aware of the 
difficult problem presented by the reluctance of the Saudi 
Arabian Government to permit individuals of the Jewish faith, 
regardless of nationality, to enter Saudi Arabia. We will 
continue to follow this matter closely in the hope that oppor- 
tunities may arise which would serve to bring about an improve- 
ment in the situation. No immediate change in the current 
policy of the Seudi Arabian Government appears likely, however. 


Sincerely, 


Williem M. Rountree, 
Assistant Secretary 


Mr. Elmer A. Carter, Commissioner, so 
State Com snten Against Diseriminetion, _ 
He 
Nev York 7, New York. ge” 
NEA 3NE :DDNewsom: leigs 
10/6/58 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
5th, February ,1959 


Mr. William M. Rountree 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, PD. C. 


Dear Mr. Rountree: 


While awaiting the courtesy of a renly to my most recent 
letter to you concerning the State Department's complacent attitude toward 
the Arab governments! denial of friendly nation rights to American citizens 
of Jewish faith,I am writing to inform you of my notice to Senator Jacob K. 
Javits that thousands of citizens in his constituency now demand immediate, 
positive and substantive measures. 


We have informed Senator Javits that we are no.longer able 
to believe that the State Department has acted in good faith in this matter, 
shown ordinary diligence in the protection and preservation of a basic and 
constitutional right of every American citizen,or has fiven us any reason to 
suppose it has any intention to do more than repeat its false assurances. 


Accordingly,we have reouested Senator Javits to step into 
the breach created by your dereliction of duty and propose in the Senate 
prompt,effective and thorough measures looking to the recovery by said citi- 
zens of rights which they have been illegally and unwarrantably depriveyof 
with your apparent consent and concurrence. 


Your unwillingness to serve interests other than those of 
your choosing,your utter disregard for the status,in the eyes of the world, 
of thousands of American citizens and your obdurate insistence that you can- 
not and will not institute remedial and corrective actions,leaves us no 
alternative,we have informed the Senator,to asking for Senate directives. 


I wonder if Arabian leaders have formed the impression 
that,notwithstanding the Constitution of the United BRE TOM can do bus- 
iness with State Department. 


‘Very truly spelt 


LAM a Malin van 


Jacob B. Wallach 
Managing Director 
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FROM: NE - Armin H. Mever ; 4 f 


SUBJECT: Call by Chairman, Néw York State Commission Against Discrimination 


Discussion: Tome 


At 3:00 p.m. Thursday, Jul A Mr. Elmer A. Carter, Chairman, 
New York State Co ssion Agains scrimination, will al on you. 
According to the letter (Tab A) which Mr. Carter wrote to the 
Secretary requesting the appointment, he assumes that there has been 





some change in our policy with respect to Saudi Arabian restrictions 
against American citizens of the Jewish faith. On this basis he \ 
desires to talk with us concerning the case of the American Jewish oN 

ice LOOT ™~ \ 


Congress vs Aramco. 
———_—ae 


Mr. Carter has twice ruled that the Arabian American 01] Company... * 
has a legitimate occupational exemption from laws of the State of m @ 
New York which in normal circumstances prohibit companies from asking . 
questions about the religion of applicants for employment. Mr. Carter —- 


has based his ruling in part on Mr. Rountree's letter of September 23, 195 
(Tab B) suggesting that any decision which would require Aramco to e . 
persons of the Jewish faith in Saudi Arabia could create difficulties 

both for the Company and for‘wider U.S. interests as well. 


These rulings are being challenged by the American Jéwish Congress X 
in a suit before the New York State Supreme Court. The American Jewish | \\ 
Congress has already once appealed to us ‘to make a further statement on 
the matter which would in effect indicate that the New York authorities be 
could grant the relief sought by the American Jewish Congress without g 
prejudicing or adversely affecting U.S. interests in the Middle East. 


(y As in your conversation with the American’ Jewish Congress repre- — 
sentatives on June 30, you will probably wish to be cautious about he 7? 
statements to Mr. Carter which may further involve us in this case, 


hh. We do not fully understand the relationship which Mr. Carter “ea 
between our recent letters (Tab C) stating that we could not oo 


documents which deal with the race or religion of an American citizen 

and the case against Aramco, We presume that Mr. Carter may feel that @N 
\ if the U.S. position has changed in these matters we may wish to make a 

further statement regarding this case. oS il 


We are assured by the Authentication Division that there has been « | 
no change in our policy on the type of documents authenticated and that w 
the Department has never authenticated documents. which related to the 
race or religion of American citigens in this context. 


‘he Recommendations: | 
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Recommendations: 


That you make these points to Mr. Carter in the course of your 
conversation: 


l. The policy of the United States has been consistently to mak- 
effortsslikely to reduce the effect of regulations by foreign states 
which may result in discrimination against American citizens on the 
basis of race or religion, The latest series of letters concerning 
the authentication of documents relating to the race and religion of 
American citizens resulted from an increase in requests for the 
authentication of documents of this kind. The letter represented no 
change in policy since the Department never has agreed to authenticate 
such documents. We took the opportunity presented by the new letters 
to bring the matter to the attention of the Saudi Arabian Embassy. 


2. With respect to the case of the American Jewish Congress the 
Department's position has also been consistent. In 1950 and again in 
1957 we responded to inquiries from the Commission on the situation as 
it pertained to Saudi Arabia. It was not the intention of the Depart- 
ment to inject itself into the New York State aspect of the matter. 


3. The Department understands that the case is currently before 
the Courts of the State of New York and it has not felt it appropriate 
to make any further statements on the matter. 


-W Mr. Reid (See Attached L Memorandum, Tab D) 


is 
H ee Kirlin 


Attachments: 


Tab A -Letter from Mr. Carter, June 30, 1959 

Tab B -Letter to Mr. Carter from Mr. Rountree, September 23, 1957 
Tab C -Letters re authentication of documents 

Tab D - Memorandum from L to NE dated July 8, 1959 
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it, would toe iwoensiLle for the applicant two puis adndssi_n to «audi Arauis, 


Anal OC would not employ hin. Under the aati-ciserininatlion laws of Whew York 
tite, to requir a1 applicant for siployment to fill out a questionnaire eonecrn- 


ing his religion was illepal unless the Wew York Stave Commission Apainst 
Discrimination agrecd Lo prent a: exception, This, technically called a “bona 
fice -cenpéetional qualification", had been granted to ARAMCC by the JAD on the 
basis ef the lattor's understandity that the ctate Department, as represented 

to bir, Carter in 1956 and again in 1957, reparded U.s. relatious witn ‘audi * 
Arabia as being «f such imvortance and delicacy thei damage to the aetional 

iat ret would ceeur were ARAMCO's concessionary relationship with the Caudi 
Arabian Government jeoperdizeu through its bei:p . bliged to give up its 

practice cf requiring: applicants for e.pleyment to specify thelr religicn ius 

purt of the CG mpan,'s e..ployment proecdure. Now, the validity of SCAD's decision 
wis at issue. The devierminant facvor in this decision had been consideraticns 
UU... foreig: policy. If the Departient's letter to the Sauai Arabian imbassy 
refusiny to authenticate the documeit containin, ua creeu declaration represente: 
a change in basic policy, the SCAD's decision to grent AnAD.CO an exception to 
the New York State laws miglt no longer be valid. 


Mr. Hart stated that the policy of the United Utetes has been consistently 
to uake efforts likely to reduce the effect of regulstions vy ftoreivzn states 
which may result in discrimination against amcrican citizens on the basis of race 
or religion. He could not casily comment on why the Department of state had 
aulnenticated the powers of attorney, sginee he hud no example of the fori of 
this document to use in consulting the Deparsument's authentication officer in 
this regard. The Unitcd . tates had taken advantu:e of the new creed declaration 
form presented for authentication Lite in 1958, however, ti point out to the 


Saudi Arabian 
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if on were received. Jjithn relerence to 
Depertiunt, lor. Carter said he would accept anything 
reply, adding thi t if « r spuomse were mude he would 
3300 pe. on Tuesday, July 14. 
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Dear Mr. Carter: sh 48 ‘ Aw! Yk 7/3) 4 


Fellewing the conversation with you and Mr. Spits on July 9, we 
have given further eonsideration to the questions yeu raised at that 
time, 
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soll 


We remain, as we indicated, disturbed by the situation and 
continuing to seek opportunities te emphasise cur 

restrictions which tend to discriminate against groups of U.S. 
citisens abroad. 


Sincerely yeurs, 


Parker z. Hart 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Near Eastern and South Asian Affeire 


~~ 
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FROM: Tripoli 3:27 p.m. Q 
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_— TO: Secretary of State retee 4 

NEA NO: 170, September 22, 5 p.m. j 

SCA 7 
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TRC. SENT DEPARTMENT 170; REPEATED INFORMATION JIDDA 2 . 


cra Until July 8 Embassy supplied following statement to Saudi” 


osp Embassy for Seay is oF cer Ate ee Tce Be 

ATR | (Applicant name) is of the Christian religious faith and 
has not entered at transited Israel", 

sania Consular officer ceased issuing statement July 11 as fiiconsis- 
tent with spirit Gonsular regulations and exceeding Consular 
authority. Saudis continued issuing visas until September 16, 
then requested statement.‘be reinstituted. Consular officer 
refused. Air force authorities offered statement Wheelus 
Air Base chaplain and commanding officer re religion and 
Israeli travel. Saudis replied would consider Wheelus offer, 
but continued refusal visas to AF pexsonnel bound Dhahran, 
continued request statement under r Embassy seal. Saudi Minister 
stated September 22 question Wheelus certification referred 
Jidda, does not know when to exphct reply. 
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Wheelus officials restive regarding this obstacle to AF oper- 
ations. 13 AF personnel scheduled depart Wheelus for Dhahran 
September 26, cannot yet obtain visas. 


Request Department advise appropriate course action Embassy 
should follow and assistance diplomatic channels if no ob- 
jection perceived, 
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In Washington syuxetes we apply for Saudi visas on behalf official. 
personnel by completing Saudi Embassy questionnaire which includes all 
info required under Saudi visa regulations without singling out any 


individual qualification for special certification. Dept suggests you 
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discuss with Saudi Consulate possibility instituting use similar Saudi 


form Tripoli. Sample form being pouched. 
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a USAF - Mr. Kent Gan 
- Mr. Parker 

- Mise Kirlin (in’ ), 
me/? - Mr, Campbell (in draft) pus C0 


